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SOUTHSIDE BEEKEEPERS MISSION STATEMENT
We work to ensure a thriving and sustainable 

beekeeping industry. To this end we advocate for 
beekeepers’ interests, support honey bee health, 

research, deliver practical training, education, 
mentoring and information 

The Sting
The ofcial newsletter of the Southside Beekeepers Club.
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NEXT CLUB MEETING
7pm Wed 24th July 2019

Monterey Secondary College,
Silvertop Street, Frankston North

ASN: 148694062

Club
beekeepers

Southside

PRESIDENTS REPORT

While it is quiet in June it is a good time to start 

preparing for spring.

We conducted a successful frame and box 

building session at Monterey. These 

demonstrations are free and members really 

enjoy learning different methods of making 

frames. I am making frames now as last year I 

continually exhausted my supply. We will 

schedule another demonstration during spring.

If any members are considering re Queening, I 

am interested in doing a bulk order probably 

from Kangaroo Island in August. We should 

get a bulk order price, just call the club phone.

Marita Johnson is organizing speakers for our 

monthly meetings, so if you have any 

recommendations please call or see Marita at 

a meeting.

The intermediate course bookings are on line 

for bookings. Mark has done a fabulous job 

with the art work and printing.

Allan W Evans - President 

Registered Association: 148694062 Club
beekeepers

Southside

Southside Beekeepers Club are hosting a

Sunday 8th September 2019 at the Club Apiary, Monterey Secondary College from 11am to 2pm.

Please bring your Bee suit as we will be opening all the hives at our apiary (weather permitting), including 
conventional, Top Bar and Flow Hive.  Free Face Painting. Soft Drink $1.00•

This is a free family day, so come along, have a chat, meet other club members, bring your children and grand 
children and have bee-utiful day. 

FREE Bee Bee Q & Get Together at the Apiary
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UPCOMING EVENTS PROGRAM

DATE  ACTIVITY 

Wed 24th July Monthly Meeting 7.00pm start

 AGM. No speaker

28th Aug Ben Moore from Ben Bees subj Bees 

Around the World + Trade Night 

8th Sept SSBK BBQ. 11-2pm

25th Sept Dr Natalie Doran-Browne and Shane from 

Bee Removals - Relocation and Cutouts

23rd Oct Benedict Hughes from The Practical 

Beekeeper subject to be decided

27th Nov Bronwyn Woods new owner of Bobs 

Beekeeping Supplies. Subject to be 

decided & Xmas breakup

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Our committee meetings are held on the second 

Wednesday of each month except Jan. Members 

are always welcome but please call club phone 

for meeting arrangements.

if you would like to join the committee or run for 

office at the next AGM, please do not hesitate to 

come to the next committee meeting 

(Wednesday 10th July 7pm) and meet the 

current committee members.

EXTRACTOR HIRE
Extractors are now available at 3 locations.

Dion Riches at Safety Beach 0417 292 269

Allan Evans at Pearcedale 0474 801 554

Steven Rose at Brighton 0416 120 170 

Hire is $10.00 for 2 days.

This Month’s JOKE.
Q: What did the sushi say to the bee?

A: Wassabee!

32 5

Attendees at the conference

Our star of the day all the way from San Diego. 

Hilary Kearney, from Girl Next Door Honey 

telling us to use our story to make people 

invest in us. She was a great inspiration 

showing that it’s fun and protable to develop 

your own special talents of sketching, taking 

photos and telling your story. She has this 

incredible Queen Book consisting of 48 queen 

spotting challenges for you to try (!) and pick 

out the queen on each frame. Fascinating!

Amongst the star studied list of presenters was 

Ben Moore and Benedict Hughes who we will 

see coming to SSB later on this year.

Costa Georgiadis from ABCs Gardening 

Australia and Mat Lumalasi from Roof Top 

Honey MCed the day at Hyatt Hotel and food 

sensational.

There was a number of Women wearing bee 

ribbons so they could recognize one another, 

one lady came all the way from Tasmania. 

Lots of talks on bio security - denitely an 

important part of bee keeping nowadays.

Keynote speaker Prof Ben Oldroyd from 

university of Sydney. We learnt that the queen 

need only mate with one drone but she mates 

with many - did you know one drone gives her 

good worker bees, another gives her top class 

guard bees,  another nurses, another excellent 

foragers, etc.  He talked of a football eld in 

Sydney where the drones congregate waiting 

for the queen and if you through up a pebble, 

they will chase that thinking it is a queen!

Report by Marita Johnson

Victorian Beekeeping Clubs Conference 2019 - What A Super Day!
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Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers now available

beekeepersRegistered Association: 148694062 Club

beekeepersbeekeepers
Southside

Dr Jenny Shanks from Plant Health Australia 

has given the club permission to print copies 

of the  Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers v1.1 

(©Plant Health Australia 2016) for members. 

Jenny kindly informed us that there are no 

royalty payments required.

Club President Allan Evans had been in 

contact with the Victorian Bee Biosecurity 

Ofcer Jess Millar a number of months ago 

enquiring if the club could order 100 copies, 

but at the time of his enquiry, they could only 

supply 10 copies and were in doubt that they 

would print any more.

Copies of this 64 page full colour publication 

can be ordered through the club and will cost 

members $15.00 or a free pdf copy can be 

downloaded from the club’s website.

Order or purchase copies at monthly 

meetings.

Business BUZZ

Bee Happy
Manuka Seedlings
for sale

Leptospermum Scoparium - the 
same one that New Zealand is 
making all their money with and 
Leptospermum Polygalifolium - 
also know as the Jelly Bush

Ring Mari on 0415 344 756 or see me at the monthly meetings.

See me on Facebook "Bee Happy" or email me 
bee.happy@bigpond.com

• Manuka Plants
 Honey Products•

Marita Johnson
0415 344 756M: 

5

Lepstospermum scoparium

Lepstospermum polygalifolium 

Thought to stem from an infected mosquito 

bite on his cheek, he was diagnosed with 

“erysipelas and streptococcic blood 

poisoning” and died in 1923.

I can recall often seeing his grave up on 

Beacon Hill outside the grounds of the 

Carnarvon Estate. Due to the supposed curse 

he was not buried in the family volt in the 

castle!  And his grave is still up there on the hill 

to this day.

After the 10 year clearance of the tomb had 

been completed, Howard Carter retired from 

archaeology. In 1924 he toured Britain, as well 

as France, Spain and the United States, 

delivering a series of illustrated lectures. He 

died at his London at on 2 March 1939, aged 

64 from Hodgkin's Disease.

Highclere Castle has been used in several 

lming locations over the past 50 years or so, 

the main one being for the British series 

Downton Abbey.

The castle and the grounds, their Egyptian 

exhibition, and especially the grave on Beacon 

Hill is open to the public throughout the year.

Marita Johnson

Bee, Honey & Tutankhamun 

Beekeeping has been practiced for thousands 

of years in Egypt. There hives were moved up 

and down the Nile depending on the time of 

year, allowing the bees to pollinate any and all 

owers which were in season. Special rafts 

were built for moving these hives. Thus the 

bees traveled the whole length of Egypt. This 

tradition continues to the present day.

Honey was used by all classes in Ancient 

Egypt, indicating that it must have been 

produced on a large scale. This is a new one 

for us - a marriage contract was found in 

Ancient Egypt which stated, "I take thee to 

wife... and promise to deliver to thee yearly 

twelve jars of honey!”   I wonder how big those 

jars where!

When King Tut's tomb was opened in 1923 a 

2,000-year-old jar of honey was found. And 

because honey never spoils, it was still 

perfectly edible!

 I was born 5 miles from Highclere Castle the 

country estate of Lord Carnarvon who was 

nancing Howard Carter when they discover 

the tomb of Tutankhamun in 1923.

For many years after that (I left England in 

1966) we would read in our local paper the on 

going saga of the results of having excavated 

Tutankhamun’s tomb, one being the supposed 

curse of the Pharaohs.

5 months after Egyptologist Howard Carter 

discovered the tomb Tutankhamen, the fth 

Earl of Carnarvon, aged 57, died. His sudden 

death within weeks of the tomb's ofcial 

opening, coupled with the fertile imagination of 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, lead to speculations of 

a curse for all who opened and plundered the 

tomb. 

However, left as a semi-invalid by a near fatal 

car accident in 1903, the Lord Carnarvon was 

apparently prone to frequent and severe lung 

infections. In such a debilitated state, the Earl's 

immune system was easily overwhelmed. 
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The BUZZ: news from the bee world     "It is a very deadly poison to bees and it devastates 
every colony you have, and I lost 50 colonies. 

The mass bee death is estimated to have cost the 
apiarists up to $170,000 but the impact could stretch 
further to horticultural producers.

"It's not only a loss for the bee keepers, it's also a loss 
for the farmers who rely on the pollination for the year," 
Mr Carter said.

"They will have to get other beekeepers from other areas 
to come into Grifth, which will cost them more money 
for the season.”

Source of the chemical unknown

An investigation by the NSW Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA) found the presence of Fipronil was likely 
to have contributed to the mass bee deaths.

The EPA had not been able to identify the source of the 
chemical.

"Every beekeeper who was involved had their hives in 
different areas but all in the same region, in the Yoogali 
and Hanwood areas near Grifth," Mr Carter said.

"They were all affected by the same chemical at the 
same time."

Mr Carter had moved his hives away from broadacre 
farms and closer to town in preparation for winter to give 
the bees more opportunity to forage for food in local 
gardens.

"Still today we have no idea what has caused it, where 
the bees foraged for this poison," he said.

"Where do I put my bees next year — if I have any left?”

Mr Carter said he had written to local state MP Helen 
Dalton asking for Fipronil to be banned.

"I'd like to see it banned in Australia," he said.

    "This poison has been banned in the United States, 
it's been banned in Europe in 45 different countries and 
the main reason for that is that it kills bees.

For the complete article go to:

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-18/apiarist-calls-
for-pronil-ban-after-bees-die/11216968

ABC Riverina
By Emily Doak and Rosie King
Updated 18 Jun 2019, 9:20am

Ingredients

60ml buttery pea tea-infused gin

15ml lemon juice

15ml honey syrup (recipe follows)

Fever Tree Elderower Tonic

3 edible owers for garnish (optional)

Method

Mix gin, lemon juice, and honey syrup together 

in a Collins glass with ice.

Top with Fever Tree Elderower Tonic and 

garnish with three edible owers.

Honey Syrup Directions

1 cup honey

1 cup water

Honey Syrup Directions

Combine ingredients in a small saucepan over 

medium-high heat. Simmer until honey is 

dissolved, stirring occasionally.  Remove from 

heat and let cool. Store, covered, in the 

refrigerator. 

Buttery pea tea can be purchased from 

Amazon

The Oh, Honey Recipe
from https://vinepair.com/cocktail-recipe/the-oh-honey-recipe/

The Sting Issue No. 9 - June 2019

This Month’s Recipe 

US beekeepers lost 40% of honeybee colonies 
over past year, survey finds 

Beekeepers across the US lost four in 10 of their honeybee 
colonies over the past year, as the worst winter on record 
for tracked bee populations raised fresh concerns over the 
plight of the crucial pollinators.

Over the past winter, 37% of honeybee colonies were lost to 
beekeepers, the worst winter decline recorded in the 13-
year history of a nationwide survey aimed at charting bees’ 
fortunes. Overall, 40% of colonies died off over the entire 
year to April, which is above the 38% average since the 
survey began.

Researchers said the numbers were concerning given the 
intensive efforts to stem the loss of honeybees, which 
pollinate an estimated $15bn in US crops each year, 
enabling the farming of foods including apples, melons, 
cherries, almonds and blueberries.

Alarm over honeybee numbers has grown since 2006, when 
a phenomenon called colony collapse disorder became 
widely known. This problem, in which the majority of worker 
bees abandon the colony, has since receded but 
beekeepers are now faced with more general die-offs linked 
to disease, pesticide use and habitat loss.

“It’s disconcerting that we’re still seeing elevated losses 
after over a decade of survey and quite intense work to try 
to understand and reduce colony loss,” said Geoffrey 
Williams, assistant professor of entomology at Auburn 
University.

“We don’t seem to be making particularly great progress to 
reduce overall losses.”

Williams is a co-author of the annual honeybee survey 
conducted by the Bee Informed Partnership, a not-for-prot 
group led by the University of Maryland. The survey has 
been conducted since 2006 as part of a broad effort by 
researchers, beekeepers and the US government to 
understand and reverse colony loss.

In response to the widespread losses during wintertime, 
beekeepers have been splitting healthy colonies to 
duplicate them. This results in a spike in colony numbers in 
summer, only for major crashes to occur in winter.

The latest survey included data from 4,700 beekeepers from 
all 50 states, capturing about 12% of the US’s estimated 
2.69m managed colonies. Researchers behind the survey 
say it’s in line with ndings from the US Department of 
Agriculture, which keeps data on the remaining colonies.

Honeybees are an introduced species to the US and are 
intensively managed for their pollination services. The bees 
are routinely packed in trucks and sent to hotspots such as 
California to help cultivate crops, such as almonds, that are 
entirely dependent upon them to propagate.

Native wild bee species, such as the American 
bumblebee, are also thought to be in sharp decline. The 
troubles faced by bees are part of a broader trend of 
stunning drops in insect abundance around the world, 
although the exact contours of this crisis are obscured 
by a lack of data in many places.

The entomologists behind the Bee Informed Partnership 
said a number of factors were likely to have caused the 
deepening losses of colonies, including varroa mites, 
which are lethal parasites that have been spreading for 
several years in the US.

“We are increasingly concerned about varroa mites and 
the viruses they spread,” said Dennis vanEngelsdorp, 
an entomologist at the University of Maryland and 
president of the Bee Informed Partnership.

VanEngelsdorp said that the products used by 
beekeepers to remove the mites seemed to be 
becoming less effective.

As bee-friendly habitat is razed and turned into 
monocultural farms and housing, bees are deprived of 
nutrition-rich pollen sources and exposed to a range of 
potentially harmful pesticides. A growing concern is the 
role of climate change, with rising global temperatures 
and increasingly extreme weather events, such as 
wildres and storms, posing a looming threat.

“Beekeepers have to be very dynamic in their response 
to weather and environmental conditions,” said Williams.

“If it is a cold, long winter, beekeepers need to be very 
diligent and make sure they have enough food for their 
bees to survive. On the other hand, warm winters can 
create favorable conditions for varroa mites, which 
means beekeepers need to know how to manage them 
properly.”

The Guardian
Oliver Milman in New York
Thu 20 Jun 2019 04.00 AEST
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jun/1
9/us-beekeepers-lost-40-of-honeybee-colonies-over-
past-year-survey-finds

Apiarist calls for chemical Fipronil to be 
banned after millions of bees die in Southern 
NSW

A chemical used to control pests in agricultural crops 
and termites in buildings has been blamed for the death 
of up to 10 million bees in southern New South Wales.

In April, ve apiarists, from near Grifth, lost the bees 
from 340 hives after they were poisoned by the pesticide 
Fipronil. 

Ian Carter, a small-scale commercial apiarist providing 
pollination services to local farmers, said his business 
had been devastated by the loss of three quarters of his 
hives.

"One drop of this poison from one bee that takes it back 
to the hive will then kill the whole hive," Mr Carter said.
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beekeepers, the worst winter decline recorded in the 13-
year history of a nationwide survey aimed at charting bees’ 
fortunes. Overall, 40% of colonies died off over the entire 
year to April, which is above the 38% average since the 
survey began.

Researchers said the numbers were concerning given the 
intensive efforts to stem the loss of honeybees, which 
pollinate an estimated $15bn in US crops each year, 
enabling the farming of foods including apples, melons, 
cherries, almonds and blueberries.

Alarm over honeybee numbers has grown since 2006, when 
a phenomenon called colony collapse disorder became 
widely known. This problem, in which the majority of worker 
bees abandon the colony, has since receded but 
beekeepers are now faced with more general die-offs linked 
to disease, pesticide use and habitat loss.

“It’s disconcerting that we’re still seeing elevated losses 
after over a decade of survey and quite intense work to try 
to understand and reduce colony loss,” said Geoffrey 
Williams, assistant professor of entomology at Auburn 
University.

“We don’t seem to be making particularly great progress to 
reduce overall losses.”

Williams is a co-author of the annual honeybee survey 
conducted by the Bee Informed Partnership, a not-for-prot 
group led by the University of Maryland. The survey has 
been conducted since 2006 as part of a broad effort by 
researchers, beekeepers and the US government to 
understand and reverse colony loss.

In response to the widespread losses during wintertime, 
beekeepers have been splitting healthy colonies to 
duplicate them. This results in a spike in colony numbers in 
summer, only for major crashes to occur in winter.

The latest survey included data from 4,700 beekeepers from 
all 50 states, capturing about 12% of the US’s estimated 
2.69m managed colonies. Researchers behind the survey 
say it’s in line with ndings from the US Department of 
Agriculture, which keeps data on the remaining colonies.

Honeybees are an introduced species to the US and are 
intensively managed for their pollination services. The bees 
are routinely packed in trucks and sent to hotspots such as 
California to help cultivate crops, such as almonds, that are 
entirely dependent upon them to propagate.

Native wild bee species, such as the American 
bumblebee, are also thought to be in sharp decline. The 
troubles faced by bees are part of a broader trend of 
stunning drops in insect abundance around the world, 
although the exact contours of this crisis are obscured 
by a lack of data in many places.

The entomologists behind the Bee Informed Partnership 
said a number of factors were likely to have caused the 
deepening losses of colonies, including varroa mites, 
which are lethal parasites that have been spreading for 
several years in the US.

“We are increasingly concerned about varroa mites and 
the viruses they spread,” said Dennis vanEngelsdorp, 
an entomologist at the University of Maryland and 
president of the Bee Informed Partnership.

VanEngelsdorp said that the products used by 
beekeepers to remove the mites seemed to be 
becoming less effective.

As bee-friendly habitat is razed and turned into 
monocultural farms and housing, bees are deprived of 
nutrition-rich pollen sources and exposed to a range of 
potentially harmful pesticides. A growing concern is the 
role of climate change, with rising global temperatures 
and increasingly extreme weather events, such as 
wildres and storms, posing a looming threat.

“Beekeepers have to be very dynamic in their response 
to weather and environmental conditions,” said Williams.

“If it is a cold, long winter, beekeepers need to be very 
diligent and make sure they have enough food for their 
bees to survive. On the other hand, warm winters can 
create favorable conditions for varroa mites, which 
means beekeepers need to know how to manage them 
properly.”

The Guardian
Oliver Milman in New York
Thu 20 Jun 2019 04.00 AEST
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jun/1
9/us-beekeepers-lost-40-of-honeybee-colonies-over-
past-year-survey-finds

Apiarist calls for chemical Fipronil to be 
banned after millions of bees die in Southern 
NSW

A chemical used to control pests in agricultural crops 
and termites in buildings has been blamed for the death 
of up to 10 million bees in southern New South Wales.

In April, ve apiarists, from near Grifth, lost the bees 
from 340 hives after they were poisoned by the pesticide 
Fipronil. 

Ian Carter, a small-scale commercial apiarist providing 
pollination services to local farmers, said his business 
had been devastated by the loss of three quarters of his 
hives.

"One drop of this poison from one bee that takes it back 
to the hive will then kill the whole hive," Mr Carter said.
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Our Club Sponsors
We would like to give a great thank you to our wonderful sponsors:

Bendigo Bank

Frankston City CouncilBunnings Coles Supermarket

Liquorland

Monterey Secondary College

newartworx
D E S I G N  P R I N T W E B

New Artworx
Bec's BeeHive:

Beekeeping Supplies &

Equipment Australia

Trade only cash and carry plant

market direct to retail nurseries

and landscape industry

SAVE THE DATE - 40TH ANNUAL BEEKEEPING FIELD DAY

Kathy Li
CPA Registered Tax Agent

Mobile: 0430 560 779
10 Maroo Street,
Hughsdale Victoria 3166
E: kathy@protaxaccountingservices.com

Pro-tax Accounting Services

Facilitated by Bendigo Branch V.A.A. Inc.

Sunday 13th October 2019, 9.30 a.m.- 3.30 p.m.

HARCOURT LEISURE CENTRE Bingham's Road, Harcourt

INDUSTRY STALLS WELCOMED  Please contact Carol 03 5446 7911 or Email: maunderjmcv@bigpond.com for further information

PRACTICAL OPEN HIVE DEMONSTRATIONS  (Bring your own protective equipment - or buy it here)

HOBBYIST OR BEGINNERS CORNER

MATED QUEEN BEE SALES
To avoid disappointment please order well ahead of the date .(To Order Contact Max Maunder 03 5446 7911 P.O.A.)

AUCTION OF BEE GOODS  An opportunity to make some cash after cleaning out your sheds. Sales will be on a commission basis. For further information 
please contact Bill Shay 0419 337 276

EXTRACTING HONEY  SPECIALISED MACHINERY•

REFRESHMENTS (including lunch)

ENQUIRIES: Carol 03 5446 7911   Further Program details closer to the date.


