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SOUTHSIDE BEEKEEPERS MISSION STATEMENT
We work to ensure a thriving and sustainable 

beekeeping industry. To this end we advocate for 
beekeepers’ interests, support honey bee health, 

research, deliver practical training, education, 
mentoring and information 

The Sting
The ofcial newsletter of the Southside Beekeepers Club.

 

The Sting Issue No. 11 - August 2019 

NEXT CLUB MEETING
7pm Wed 25th September 2019

Monterey Secondary College,
Silvertop Street, Frankston North

ASN: 148694062

Club
beekeepers

Southside

PRESIDENTS REPORT
I would like to thank last year’s committee 
(Allan Evans, Susie Kirkham, Graeme Gill, Gary 
Davis, James Warner, Mark Collier, Steven 
Rose, Elliot Yeoman, Marita Johnson) for the 
great work they did pushing the club forward. I 
welcome the new committee particularly the 
new secretary Ted Cottle and Angelo Pannacci 
as Treasurer.

We have already had a committee meeting 
and it looks as though we will have a powerful 
team. We also had a guest Mary-Ann Harmer 

st
to our 1  committee meeting. It is fantastic 
when club members come to see what’s 
happening at committee meetings and 
providing their support.

A number of the committee members will be 
meeting with the Monterey Secondary College 
Representatives on the morning of Wednesday 
28th of August with a focus on expanding our 
relationship with them, approaching them 
about the CCTV in the Apiary and some more 
storage at the school, i.e. a shipping container 
in the Apiary.

We have run our rst Intermediate Beekeeping 
course on Sunday the 18th August. Presenters 
Allan Evans and James Warner did a 
marvellous job sharing the course content and 
we have had great feed back from the 
members that attended. Also thanks to Susie 
Kirkham and Mark Collier, the support team on 
the day.

I have some sensational news to announce to 
start our new committee year off with as well. 

The club has secured another grant from 
Frankston City Council this year for $500.00 to 
help with the storage of club’s equipment. A 
big thanks needs to go out to Sandy Gill for 
her help and support with the Grant.

We have also got another sponsor for the club, 
Scotsburn Nurseries from Keysborough, they 
are the 1st seedling nursery Ecohort certied. 
They supply Seedlings, Colour pots, 
Vegetables and Herbs.

Please look and support the upcoming events.

If you would like to collect swarms on behalf of 
the club or purchase a colony of bees, see 
myself, Mark Collier or James Warner. I would 
also like to put out a call to the general 
membership for people willing to help mentor 
new members.

Graeme Gill - President 

Allan Evans, James Warner, Susie Kirkham and

attendees at the Intermediate Beekeeping course, held

at Monterey Secondary College Sunday 18th August



Ofce Bearers
 President Graeme Gill
 Graeme@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0418 560 742

 Vice President Mark Collier
 mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0407 553 022 

 Secretary Ted Cottle
 ted@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0428 429 547

 Treasurer  Angelo Pannacci
 angelo@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0423 094 087

Committee Members
 Immediate Past President   Allan W Evans
 Allan@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0474 801 554

 Susie Kirkham  M: 0414 668 444
 susie@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

 Gary Davis  M: 0412 055 304
 gary@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

 James Warner  M: 0434 274 586
 james@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

 Steven Rose  M: 0416 120 170 
 steve@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

 Elliot Yeoman
 elliot@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

   Marita Johnson  M: 0415 344 756
 mari@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Southside Beekeepers Meetings
We meet at Monterey Secondary College,
Silvertop Street, Frankston North 3200

th7:00pm 4  Wednesday of each month

Contact Info
M: 0413 104 191

Postal Address 
PO Box 3008 Frankston East VIC 3199

Post box emptied monthly

The Sting
Editor Mark Collier
mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Copy for The Sting must be received by the 15th 
of each month.

https://www.facebook.com/southsidebeekeepersclub/

Web: www.southsidebeekeepers.com.au
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UPCOMING EVENTS PROGRAM

DATE  ACTIVITY 

Wed 28th Aug Monthly Meeting 7.00pm start

Ben Moore from Ben Bees - Bees Around 

the World + Trade Night 

8th Sept SSBK BBQ. 11-2pm

21st Sept Community Open Day Frankston Bunnings 

9:00am - 3:00pm

22nd Sept Intro to Beekeeping Course, 9am – 4pm  

25th Sept Dr Natalie Doran-Browne and Shane from 

Bee Removals - Relocation and Cutouts

19th Oct Intro to Beekeeping Course, 9am – 4pm  

23rd Oct Benedict Hughes from The Practical 

Beekeeper subject to be decided

16th Nov Green Living Expo

27th Nov Bronwyn Woods new owner of Bobs 

Beekeeping Supplies. Subject to be 

decided & Xmas breakup

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Our committee meetings are held on the second 

Wednesday of each month except Jan. Members 

are always welcome but please call club phone 

for meeting arrangements.

EXTRACTOR HIRE
Extractors are now available at 3 locations.

Dion Riches at Safety Beach 0417 292 269

Allan Evans at Pearcedale 0474 801 554

Steven Rose at Brighton 0416 120 170 

Hire is $15.00 for 2 days.

32 5

Bee Keeping Courses at Monterey SC

Introduction to Beekeeping

 Sun 22nd September 2019, 9am – 4pm  

 Sat 19th October 2019, 9am – 4pm  

 Bookings via website or call James Warner on 0434 274 586

Morning and afternoon tea provided 

Members $100 or - Non-members $160 includes club membership

Please bring a bee suit or call James to loan one.

Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers now available

beekeepersRegistered Association: 148694062 Club

beekeepersbeekeepers
Southside

Dr Jenny Shanks from Plant Health Australia has given the club 
permission to print copies of the  Biosecurity Manual for 
Beekeepers v1.1 (©Plant Health Australia 2016) for members. 
Jenny kindly informed us that there are no royalty payments 
required.

Copies of this 64 page full colour publication can be ordered 
through the club and will cost members $15.00 or a free pdf copy 
can be downloaded from the club’s website.

Order or purchase copies at monthly meetings.

As you may be aware the honey bee industry, represented by the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council, (AHBIC), in consultation 
with all beekeepers and governments, has worked to develop the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice 
(Code). In July 2016, AHBIC endorsed the Code and its gradual 
adoption across Australia.

The Code provides a clear framework for all beekeepers to 
engage in best-practice biosecurity. Its purpose is to help 
improve the management of established pests and diseases, 
as well as increase preparedness and surveillance for exotic 
pests and diseases that threaten our honey bee industry, such 
as the Varroa mite.

A copy of the Code can be downloaded from http://honeybee.org.au/programs/code-of-practice-and-
national-bee-biosecurity-program/

The new Livestock Disease Control Regulations 2017 incorporating the Code came into effect on 12 June 2019. The 
new regulations cover activities that all beekeepers should already be undertaking to minimise the impact 
of pests and diseases on their own hives and those of their fellow beekeepers.

Some new regulations apply to all beekeepers ; others apply only to beekeepers with 50 or more hives.

There are consequences for failing to comply with all apiary legislation in Victoria which may include being issued with 
an infringement notice or court action for more serious or repeat offences. It is your responsibility to familiarise yourself 
with the requirements that relate to you or seek assistance if you are not sure.

A copy of the Regulations can be downloaded from the Victorian Legislation and Parliamentary Documents website 
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/. At the site, click on Victorian Law Today to search for the Regulations.
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Early Spring 2019 by Keith Edwards
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Except for the very cold and wet days during this winter, 

my bees have been active within the garden. We cut 

back the Salvia leucantha Mexican Sage in the rst week 

of August, as the ower heads were spent and long and 

leggy. In another part of my garden, that is shaded from 

the winter sun another salvia, S. Black Knight, has been 

owering now for 10 months and shows no signs of 

requiring to be cut back as new owers are developing.

By the second week of August, with a couple of warmer 

days over the 15 degree mark, I saw the swelling of the 

rst buds from our China Flat peaches and knew then 

that they would be a magnet for our girls. Peaches, then 

nectarines ower rst followed by the apricots, cherries, 

our white sapotes, avocados, wild plums, European 

plums and then the apples and pears round out our 

deciduous plant varieties.

A walk around the neighborhood has identied other 

sources of nectar and pollen for the bees with numerous 

early owering plants out and available. Species like the 

deciduous magnolias in the purple and white forms and 

the non deciduous varieties, such as Michelia doltsolpa, 

M. yunnanensis and M. go, are all out and attracting the 

bees. Camelias of various varieties and colours have 

been owering since early winter as have rosemarys and 

english lavender which will continue to perform for many 

more months, and even longer if they are dead-headed. 

In the native realm, acacias are in full bloom, Eucalyptus 

caesia, the Silver Princess with its enormous blooms are 

owering along with some forms of grevillea such G. 

rosmariniformis, and hybrids G. Peaches & Cream, G. 

Robyn Gordon and other more popular landscape 

species such as the Westringias and Thryptomene. In 

the ‘succulent’ range of plants, the Aloes are in full 

ower, cotyledons are displaying their spectacular ower 

heads on long stalks and, in my own garden, the tree 

euphorbia is in full ower and the bees are numerous. 

From the bulb group, the daffodils, jonquils and the 

spectacular ower heads of the alliums are demanding 

‘bee attention’. Groundcovers of the brachysema 

massed with little blue daisy owers are out, as are the 

owers of the enormous varieties of the gazania family 

of low growing, ground hugging feature plants.

We await the late spring and the show of the perennial 

plants that will perform for 8 to 10 months, providing 

food for our hive, and giving us a magnicent display we 

are happy to share with bees and the growing number 

of honeyeaters.

This time of the year is also perfect to feed your plants 

with organic fertilisers and, better still, the liquid forms 

that stimulate growth and increase your plants ability to 

ward off pest and disease, a ow on effect to increase 

the health of your hive.

The Pollinators

On the 20th of August, I attended The 

Pollinators documentary, shown through a 

partnership between Demand Film, the Wheen 

Bee Foundation, and with the support of the 

Emerald Beekeeping Club. It has just been 

announced that it will be showing in Rosebud 

on 13th November as part of pollinator 

awareness week.

The lm highlighted for me the importance of 

being aware of the challenges we face in 

beekeeping including pest and disease 

management, nutrition and chemical 

contamination. The lm also examined some of 

the reasons behind the extreme bee losses 

that are being experienced in the USA and 

around the world.

The documentary brought to the forefront the 

importance of ensuring we have access to a 

variety of sources of feed for our colonies and 

knowing about what industries are using 

chemicals on those sources. Bear in mind the 

foraging radius of your hive, can you truly say 

your aware of all the areas for potential 

contamination?

To me the best thing we can do in our 

predominantly suburban and semi rural area is 

to ensure our gardens are stocked with a 

variety of owering plants that offer feed at 

different times of the year and encouraging 

owering grasses and pastures containing 

clovers, dandelions and other wild owers to 

turn the lawn from a desert of green leaf to a 

buffet of variety for our colonies.

To achieve this, we need to change from 

desiring the smooth even green lawn to a lawn 

that’s let grow a little longer, mown less often 

so as to allow the owers to form that produce 

nectar and pollen. By creating this biodiversity 

in our area we’re ensuring the nutritional health 

of our colonies.

Once we have done so with our own colonies 

and immediate environment, we need to 

educate those around us to do the same. The 

collective support will ensure we are able to 

provide a diverse habitat that can feed native 

pollinators as well as our managed hives.

A truly thought provoking documentary worthy 

of your effort to watch

James Warner

Southside Beekeepers Club Inc

K E I T H E D W A R D S
l a n d s c a p e c o n s u l t a n t

M 0408 355 307
E keithmaxed@outlook.com

Images by Keith Edwards
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Box and Frame Construction Demonstration

On the 21/07 the Club ran a Box & frame building demonstration at Monterey Secondary College. 
While there were not many attendees, six of us had a great afternoon looking at basics, playing 
with alternative ideas and with spare time to have a look at the apiary and garden area.

Elliot Yeomans

I will be exhibiting one of the new Flow® Hive 2 

models on at the August 28th Club Meeting 

and Trade night along with other essential 

Flow® paraphernalia. As an ofcial Flow®  

registered event I will also be able to provide a 

special Flow® offer on the night, and for a short 

period thereafter, on a range of Flow® 

products.

l will be conducting Introductory Beekeeping 

Workshops with a primary focus on Flow® Hive 

use. These will be held on the rst Saturday of 

each month beginning on October the 5th and 

continuing through to March. (IE: Oct-5th, Nov-

2nd, Dec-7th, Jan-4th, Feb-1st, Mar-7th). 

10.00am start, 3.00pm conclude, fee $155.00

To book, please contact me Jananta Dwipa

Mobile - 0400 881 400.

Land Line - 03 5985 2214

Address - 45 Keith St, Tootgarook, 3941

Email - goldenharvestapiaries@gmail.com

Instagram - @golden.harvest.apiaries

Special FLOW® offer for the night

Bee Happy
Manuka Seedlings
for sale

Leptospermum Scoparium - the 
same one that New Zealand is 
making all their money with and 
Leptospermum Polygalifolium - 
also know as the Jelly Bush

Ring Mari on 0415 344 756 or see me at the monthly meetings.

See me on Facebook "Bee Happy" or email me 
bee.happy@bigpond.com

• Manuka Plants
 Honey Products•

Marita Johnson
0415 344 756M: 

Lepstospermum scoparium

Lepstospermum polygalifolium 

Introductory Beekeeping Course 24/08/2019

James Warner & Graeme Gill ran an Introducutory Beekeeping coarse at Monterey Secondary 
College, with support from Ted Cottle, Angelo Pannacci and Mark Collier. 12 attendees, 
participated and all expressed their thanks and enjoyment.

Mark Collier
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Our Club Sponsors
We would like to give a great thank you to our wonderful sponsors:

Frankston City CouncilBunnings

Bec's BeeHive:

Beekeeping Supplies &

Equipment Australia

Trade only cash and carry plant

market direct to retail nurseries

and landscape industry

Kathy Li
CPA Registered Tax Agent

Mobile: 0430 560 779
10 Maroo Street,
Hughsdale Victoria 3166
E: kathy@protaxaccountingservices.com

Pro-tax Accounting Services

MONTEREY
SECONDARY COLLEGE

newartworx
D E S I G N  P R I N T W E B

in fo@newartworx.com.au     9790 0455

Scotsburn Nurseries supplies 
Melbourne and Victoria's best 

independent retail nurseries. We are 
proud of our long-standing reputation 

as a producer of quality owers, 
vegetables and herbs.

Tel. 03 9798 7066
Fax 03 9798 3121

Email scotsburn@scotsburn.biz

Registered Association: 148694062 Club
beekeepers

Southside

Southside Beekeepers Club are hosting a

Sunday 8th September 2019 at the Club Apiary, Monterey Secondary College from 11am to 2pm.

Please bring your Bee suit as we will be opening all the hives at our apiary (weather permitting), including 
conventional, Top Bar and Flow Hive.  Free Face Painting. Soft Drink $1.00•

This is a free family day, so come along, have a chat, meet other club members, bring your children and grand 
children and have bee-utiful day. 

FREE Bee Bee Q & Get Together at the Apiary


