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SOUTHSIDE BEEKEEPERS MISSION STATEMENT
We work to ensure a thriving and sustainable 

beekeeping industry. To this end we advocate for 
beekeepers’ interests, support honey bee health, 

research, deliver practical training, education, 
mentoring and information 

The Sting
The ofcial newsletter of the Southside Beekeepers Club.

 

The Sting Issue No. 18 - April 2020 

NEXT CLUB MEETING
Club meetings are cancelled due to the Covid-19 

outbreak. 

ASN: A0047348Y

Club
beekeepers

Southside

PRESIDENTS REPORT

Hello Members, I hope you are all well and are 

managing to keep occupied during this 

enforced self isolation period.

Due to Coronavirus (COVID-19) restrictions in 

Victoria, we are unable to hold our general 

monthly meeting for April.

The government regulations of social-

distancing and stage 3 sanctions has forced 

us to cancel all future club monthly meetings 

until further notice. Please make sure you keep 

an eye on your emails from the club as this will 

be how we let you know when regular monthly 

meetings re-commence.

Current thinking is that the next monthly 

meeting won’t be until at least August or 

September. 

Stay Safe and well

Regards 

Graeme Gill - President 

Winter Shut Down - by Ted Cottle

Preparing a hive for winter is s very important 

task as if its not done correctly then you can 

run the risk of the colony dying or coming out 

of winter in very poor shape.

The biggest risk for a colony over winter is 

starvation / running out of food both pollen and 

nectar/honey. Winter pack downs consist of 

consolidating the hive in a way that perhaps 

reduces space in the hive and consolidates 

food for the bees so the have enough to 

survive the winter.

 - continued on page 3
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Our committee meetings are on the second 

Wednesday of each month however with the 

Covid-19 issue, they are conducted via Microsoft 

Teams. Members are always welcome but please 

call Ted Cottle on for Microsoft 0428 429 547 

Teams set up details.

EXTRACTOR HIRE
Extractors are now available at 4 locations.

Dion Riches at Safety Beach 0417 292 269

Ted Cottle at Frankston South 0428 429 547

Steven Rose at Brighton 0416 120 170

Angelo Pannacci at Patterson Lakes

0423 094 087

Hire is now $70.00 for 2 days. This includes a 

$50.00 deposit, refundable upon the return of the 

extractor in a clean condition.
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This Month’s JOKE.
Q: Who protects the Queen Bee?

A: Her Hub-bee.
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Having said that, colony’s will tend to reduce 

their numbers over winter so you may already 

be seeing this with Drones being ejected from 

the hive and not as much eggs and larva as 

the queen also slows down. This is one of the 

colony’s natural ways to ensure that they 

survive winter. 

Prior to packing down a hive you need to get in 

and have a look to see how strong the colony 

is if it is particularly weak then you may 

consider merging it with another hive so there 

are sufcient bees for the colony to keep warm 

and survive the winter. 

From a food perspective you need to go 

through the brood boxes and make a rough 

tally of what honey stores are in the hive as a 

rough guide an 8 frame hive will need approx. 

4 frames of honey and 10 frame approx. 5 

frames this could be increased by one frame if 

you lived in a particular cold area or if there 

was not much winter owering plants around. 

Consolidation of the hive can also help the 

Bees to get through winter if you are running 

say a full depth double brood box and full 

depth honey super then this can be 

consolidated down to two boxes by taking full 

or part full frames of honey and move them 

down to the brood box to replace any empty 

frames in the brood box. 

If you can’t do this and are still left with a few 

part full frames you can return the honey in 

them to the hive by uncapping them and 

placing them upside down on top of the brood 

box (place them to the side of the hive, above 

honey frames, so you don’t soak brood frames 

or do one or two at a time if they are 

particularly full then put a spare super over 

them and lid) , the bees will take this quickly 

down into the brood box and ll any empty 

frames with honey. They will do this very 

quickly and clean up a few frames of honey 

within a 1-2 days so repeat the process if 

necessary or just remove them when they are 

empty. 

Any excess frames should be put in a deep 

freeze for 48 hrs to kill off any hive beetle eggs 

and then stored in an airtight container over 

winter prevent attack from ants , wax moth etc. 

If your hive looks like it doesn’t have enough 

food then feeding will be required. To 

encourage the bees to quickly convert sugar 

syrup to storable honey feed them at a ratio of 

2:1, 2kgs of sugar to 1 ltr of water. There are 

plenty of low cost feeders available from bee 

keeping supply company’s that you can use to 

put the sugar syrup in or you can use a zip-

lock lunch bag by lling it with syrup and 

placing it inside the hive on top of the frames, 

make a couple of 1” cuts in the bag with a 

sharp utility knife, the tension of the bag keeps 

it together despite the cuts or use a pin to 

make multiple holes. 

Aim is to avoid feeding over winter but if you 

must do this then consider an entrance feeder 

or using a crown board and an internal feeder 

so you can top up with feed without opening 

the hive in cold weather.

Another tip for winter shutdowns is to reduce 

the entrance size to the hive, although the 

bees will still be ying through winter, on good 

days, there aren’t as many and reducing the 

hive entrance size allows them to better 

defend the hive and also decrease drafts in the 

hive.

We hope this information helps and feel free to 

contact any of our committee should you have 

any questions.

Ted Cottle,

Club Secretary

Winter Shut Down - contined
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Correa backhouseana, C. baeuerlenii is 

another stunning plant, the common name 

Chef’s Cap Correa, has beautiful green and 

white owers resembling a Chef’s cap. With 

plenty more correas available it is worth a look 

at your local nursery, or google them rst to 

see what will work in your spaces.

Croweas are another fantastic native, in terms 

of size and for owers for this time. Top picks 

for this small owering specie are, C.Festival, 

C. Southern Star, C. Low Dome and C. exalta 

has a great range of forms, including 

Bindelong Compact, Pink Blush, Whipstick and 

White. 

Crowea exalata, Maranoa Gardens, Balwyn, Victoria,

Australia. Image from Wikipedia

Grevillea 'Robyn Gordon', Clayton, Victoria, Australia 

Image from Wikipedia

Grevilleas. Here are the standout owers, and 

my top picks are: Grevillea banksia, G. Robyn 

Acacia podalyriifolia, photographed in Wagga Wagga,

New South Wales, Australia.

Image by Bidgee from Wikipedia

Winter flowering plants for your Bees - Australian Natives.

by Keith Edwards.
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I have just completed a Garden Design for a 

client, whose brief was for a Native garden to 

attract birds, insects and bees, and to be long 

owering. This was also a very small space, 15 

meters wide by 6 meters. So we had a lot to 

cram into this area.

I have known for a few years that our 

Nurserymen have been crossing, hybridizing 

and manipulating certain varieties of our 

plants, changing their habits and encouraging 

features and forms to create something new 

for the gardening industry.

Some of these changes have led to longer 

owering periods, repeat owering and bigger 

and more colourful owers, a boon for our 

gardens.

Our interest at this time, is for plants that will 

have the ability to provide pollen and nectar for 

the coming winter period for our bees. 

Here are some of my favourite Autumn to 

Winter owering Australian Natives, both stock 

standard and hybridized forms.

Banksias are a wonderful addition to the 

garden for providing brilliant displays of nectar 

laden owers, however, the drawback can 

sometimes be their size, and therefore just 

how many you can t into your garden. There 

are of course some superb dwarf varieties now 

available, with a range from Banksia spinulosa. 

In the genus, specie and sub specie are 

varieties such as B. spinulosa variety, ‘Birthday 

Candles’ which has bicoloured ower heads of 

mauve style contrasting with yellow cones. The 

‘Honeypot’ range has superb golden cones 

and a similar habit to Birthday Candles. These 

are all dwarf forms growing to around a metre 

high with a similar spread, but for something 

even smaller there is a variety called ‘Cherry 

Candles’ which will grow to half a metre high 

and wide and, when planted in a row or as a 

group, looks stunning in the garden. A taller 

and wider variety is Giant Candles, which has 

spectacular orange ower spikes, growing to 

around 4 metres high with a spread of 3 

metres.

Correas are also owering Autumn and Winter 

and they come in a huge range of colours, 

from C. alba with soft grey foliage and white 

star owers, Correa Federation Bell, has 

bicoloured red and green owers, suited to 

dappled shade. 

Banksia 'Birthday Candles', Royal Botanic Gardens

Cranbourne, Victoria, Australia. Image from Wikipedia

Correa alba, Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens,

Tasmania, Australia Image from JJ Harrison
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range of varieties that will provide you with 

Autumn and Winter owers for your Bees. 

Gardening during this period of isolating at 

home can give you a terric reward for effort, 

occupy you, and help you stay connected with 

our most important asset, the soil.

Stay safe and keep well, and I look forward to 

seeing you all when we are again allowed to 

do so.

Scaevola aemula (de: Fächerblume),

Botanical Garden Heidelberg

Image by Nemracc from Wikipedia

Dianella revoluta (Black-anther Flax-lily) near the

Great Ocean Road, Victoria, Australia.

Image by Sam Genas from Wikipedia

Winter flowering plants for your Bees - Continued.

6

Garden Design for a client, whose brief was for a Native garden to attract birds, insects and bees, and to be long 
flowering.
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Club and committee member Sally Cooper has 
provided another scrumptious recipe, that is 
also good for you. Here it is.

No Bake Muesli Fingers

Ingredients:
1 ½ cups rolled oats
1 cup desiccated coconut
¼ cup sesame seeds
½ cup pumpkin (pepita) seeds
1 cup chopped dried apricots
½ cup dried cranberries
125 g butter
1/3 cup honey
1/3 cup brown sugar

Ÿ Method:
Grease and line a slice pan (18 x 28cm)

Ÿ Combine oats, coconut, sesame seeds, 
pumpkin seeds, apricots and cranberries in 
a large bowl and mix well

Ÿ Combine butter, sugar and honey in small 
saucepan. Stir until sugar disolves and 
bring to the boil.  Reduce heat to low and 
simmer for 8-10 minutes to allow mixture to 
caramelise.  It is important to watch the 
mixture so it does not burn over boil over 
the pot

Ÿ Stir into dry mixture, it will be very hot.

Ÿ Spoon mixture into slice pan and press 
down rmly with ngers or bottom of a glass

Ÿ Store in the fridge

Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers now available

beekeepersRegistered Association: 148694062 Club

beekeepersbeekeepers
Southside

Dr Jenny Shanks from Plant Health Australia has given the club 
permission to print copies of the  Biosecurity Manual for 
Beekeepers v1.1 (©Plant Health Australia 2016) for members. 
Jenny kindly informed us that there are no royalty payments 
required.

Copies of this 64 page full colour publication can be ordered 
through the club and will cost members $15.00 or a free pdf copy 
can be downloaded from the club’s website.

Order or purchase copies at monthly meetings.

As you may be aware the honey bee industry, represented by the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council, (AHBIC), in consultation 
with all beekeepers and governments, has worked to develop the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice 
(Code). In July 2016, AHBIC endorsed the Code and its gradual 
adoption across Australia.

The Code provides a clear framework for all beekeepers to 
engage in best-practice biosecurity. Its purpose is to help 
improve the management of established pests and diseases, 
as well as increase preparedness and surveillance for exotic 
pests and diseases that threaten our honey bee industry, such 
as the Varroa mite.

A copy of the Code can be downloaded from http://honeybee.org.au/programs/code-of-practice-and-
national-bee-biosecurity-program/

The new Livestock Disease Control Regulations 2017 incorporating the Code came into effect on 12 June 2019. The 
new regulations cover activities that all beekeepers should already be undertaking to minimise the impact 
of pests and diseases on their own hives and those of their fellow beekeepers.

Some new regulations apply to all beekeepers ; others apply only to beekeepers with 50 or more hives.

There are consequences for failing to comply with all apiary legislation in Victoria which may include being issued with 
an infringement notice or court action for more serious or repeat offences. It is your responsibility to familiarise yourself 
with the requirements that relate to you or seek assistance if you are not sure.

A copy of the Regulations can be downloaded from the Victorian Legislation and Parliamentary Documents website 
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/. At the site, click on Victorian Law Today to search for the Regulations.

Biosecurity Signs

V I S I TORS
PLEASE RESPECT

THIS APIARY BELONGS TO:

CALL IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY
DO NOT ENTER THIS APIARY WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL

EXOTIC PLANT PEST HOTLINE

1800 084 881

HONEY BEE BIOSECURITY

BEEKEEPER CONTACT

A4 Biosecurity signs can be purchased from 
the club for $10.00 each. Contact Mark Collier 
on 0407 553 022, email 
mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au or see 
Mark at the next monthly meeting

8
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Our Club Sponsors
We would like to give a great thank you to our wonderful sponsors:

Frankston City CouncilBunnings

Bec's BeeHive:

Beekeeping Supplies &

Equipment Australia

Trade only cash and carry plant

market direct to retail nurseries

and landscape industry

Kathy Li
CPA Registered Tax Agent

Mobile: 0430 560 779
10 Maroo Street,
Hughsdale Victoria 3166
E: kathy@protaxaccountingservices.com

Pro-tax Accounting Services

MONTEREY
SECONDARY COLLEGE

newartworx
D E S I G N  P R I N T W E B

i n fo@newartworx.com.au
9790 0455

Scotsburn Nurseries supplies 
Melbourne and Victoria's best 

independent retail nurseries. We are 
proud of our long-standing reputation 

as a producer of quality owers, 
vegetables and herbs.

Tel. 03 9798 7066
Fax 03 9798 3121

Email scotsburn@scotsburn.biz

K E I T H E D W A R D S
l a n d s c a p e c o n s u l t a n t

M 0408 355 307
E keithmaxed@outlook.com
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