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SOUTHSIDE BEEKEEPERS MISSION STATEMENT
To help our members make recognisable improvements in 

their beekeeping knowledge and performance, to work 

towards the preservation and conservation of bees and 

other pollinators and to provide a vibrant organisation that 

attracts new members and retains its existing members.

The Sting
The ofcial newsletter of the Southside Beekeepers Club.
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NEXT CLUB MEETING
Club meetings in person are cancelled due to the Covid-
19 outbreak, however we are running a Teams meeting 

on Wednesday 28th April 2021, 7:30pm

ASN: A0047348Y

Club
beekeepers

Southside

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hi Beekeepers, if you ever needed a reminder 
that winter is on the horizon and it’s time to 
shut down your hives, the current cold snap 
should do so.

Last edition of The Sting, I reported that the 
club was looking for a recipient in the 
Frankston area, who would be interested in 
taking the honey that we recently robbed from 
the hives situated at the club apiary at 
Monterey Secondary College.

I emailed Mark Whitby who is part of Frankston 
Life and he has put me in touch with Carmel 
Cammarano who is Chisholm Institute’s 
hospitality education manager. This 
organisation in conjunction with Frankston life 
prepares meals for the disadvantaged, so our 
honey will be put to good use making delicious 
food.

A brief description follows:

“In 2018 Frankston Life Community and the 
Frankston Churches Breakfast club entered into 
discussions with the Frankston Chisholm TAFE 
about using the TAFE’s facilities to work 
amongst the disadvantaged.

In late 2018 the Brekky Club was launched at 
Building N: Chisholm Institute – The Bunurong 
Cafe. The Brekky Club runs 5 days a week – 
from 7 – 8 am and is staffed by a bevy of local 
volunteers”

I visited Monterey Secondary College on 
Thursday 22nd of April and managed to pick 
up approx 30 of the club’s biosecurity guides 
and a couple of containers of mugs and an 
urn. Access has been limited due to covid as 
well as the extensive building projects on the 
school precinct.

Unfortunately, I have been ofcially informed 
that Monterey Secondary College can no 
longer provide us with a venue to run meetings 
or classes. While there is no rush to exclude us 
from the apiary, the club will eventually have to 
move the hives to a new location.

On a more inspiring and uplifting note, Ted 
Cottle has been hard at work tracking down 
potential new homes for the club. At this point, 
we are very close to conrming a booking for 
the Frankston South Community & Recreation 
centre to run our rst Introduction to 
Beekeeping course in over 12 months. If the 
venue is conrmed, we intend to invite 
approximately 16 people who have expressed 
interest in participating, which will be run on 
May 1st 2021.

We are in contact with Frankston Council and 
hope to be able to announce the booking of a 
venue and hold our rst face to face meeting 
of the club scheduled for the 26th of May. If 
this can be conrmed you will be notied by 
email.

There was keen interest from members during 
the last meeting on how to embed wax 
foundation in a frame. Ted Cottle has written a 
fantastic article on how to build an electric 
embedding tool - see page 3.

If you have a question or topic you would like 
to explore, please feel free to ask at the next 
club meeting or email to the committee 
admin@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Hope to see you next Wednesday the 28th on 
our teams meeting

Mark Collier, President
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Our committee meetings are on the second 

Wednesday of each month however with the 

Covid-19 issue, they are conducted via Microsoft 

Teams. Members are always welcome but please 

call Ted Cottle on for Microsoft 0428 429 547 

Teams set up details.

EXTRACTOR HIRE
Extractors are now available at 4 locations.

Dion Riches at Safety Beach 0417 292 269

Ted Cottle at Frankston South 0428 429 547

Steven Rose at Brighton 0416 120 170

Angelo Pannacci at Patterson Lakes

0423 094 087

Hire is $70.00 for 2 days. This includes a $50.00 

deposit, refundable upon the return of the 

extractor in a clean condition.
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Ofce Bearers

 President Mark Collier
 mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0407 553 022

 Vice President Sally Cooper 
 bixdale@bigpond.com
 M: 0419 362 545 

 Secretary Ted Cottle
 ted@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0428 429 547

 Treasurer  Angelo Pannacci
 angelo@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0423 094 087

Committee Members

 Steven Rose  M: 0416 120 170 
 steve@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

 Elliott Yeomans
 elliott@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

 Ilaria Andreani  M: 0413 087 560
 iandreani@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

 Andrea Teodorini  M: 0431 279 899
 ateodorini@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Southside Beekeepers Meetings
We meet via scheduled on-line meeting noted in 
the newsletter.

Contact Info
M: 0413 104 191

Postal Address 
PO Box 3008 Frankston East VIC 3199

Post box emptied monthly

The Sting
Editor Mark Collier
mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Copy for The Sting must be received by the 15th 
of each month.

https://www.facebook.com/southsidebeekeepersclub/

Web: www.southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Electronic Wax Embedding - by Ted Cottle

Using electronic wax embedding methods seems to be the most effective way to embed the 

foundation into the wire on a bee frame. 

The aim of wax embedding is to attach the wax foundation to the wire, hopefully without destroying 

the wax foundation. This is done by passing a current through the wire that heats it up just enough 

to allow the wire to melt/embed itself into the wax.

A pronged embedding tool works best. These are commercially available for around $35 or if you 

have too much time on your hands and some scrap wood laying around, they are pretty easy to 

make, like the one pictured below.

If you decide to make your own then make sure that all the copper tube progs / electrodes are the 

same length i.e. when placed on a at surface they all should be contacting it. If not, use a le to 

get them to the same length, copper is easy to work. I’ve used screws to locate the copper tube, 

g 8 ex to wire it up, the momentary switch can be bought online or at Jaycar.  

If you don’t want to use copper then you can use M6 bolts, put them right through the timber with 

nuts on the other end and le the ends so they are ‘chisel’ shaped.

I have also used a current limiting resistor as I nd it makes embedding a little easier if you are 

using any power source that puts out more than 3 amps. The current limiting resistor will allow you 

to push your switch or make contact for maybe 2 seconds (max) and allow you to apply a small 

amount of pressure to the wire, so it melts neatly into the wax.

If you are using a large battery or powerful charger then you may nd that you end up burning right 

through the wax or destroying the stainless wire completely. 

Bee Keeping Course at 

Frankston South Community Centre
55 Towerhill Rd, Frankston South VIC 3199 

Introduction to Beekeeping

 Sat 1st May 2021, 8:30am – 4pm

Members $160 or Non-members $200 includes 

club membership. Please bring a bee suit or call 

Mark or Ted to loan one. Participants will also 

recieve a copy of the Biosecurity guide (as 

advertised in The Sting) and the Australian 

Beekeeping Guide.

Morning and afternoon tea is provided.
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Electronic Wax Embedding - continued

I use a 1 Ohm 10w resistor on my old car battery charger, which is also ne on a small, sealed lead 

acid battery. if you were using a large old car battery then maybe a 4.7-ohm 10W resistor would 

work best they cost only a $1.80 each so buy a couple different ones to try. Current limiting 

resistors are a handy addition to any wax embedder.

For a power source I use an old battery charger or a sealed lead acid (SLA) battery. When using a 

battery charger, it must be one that’s not short circuit protected as it will just simply cut out. If you 

look online, you will nd specic 12v wax embedding chargers for around $27 - $40 that’s 

probably the easiest and best way to go.

Commercially Purchased Embedder

Old Car Battery Charger

Sealed Lead Acid Battery

A small, sealed lead acid battery like this one will do hundreds of frames in one session before you 

even need to think about charging it. The downside with SLA batteries is you have to keep them 

charged and cycle them.

Embedding boards are vital for good wax embedding, I’ve made these from scrap 6mm plywood. 

They should be made so they are just smaller than the internal dimensions of a frame and high 

enough, so the frame is sitting ‘off’ the surface. This means that the frame is effectively hanging on 

the wire that is pushing against the wax.

Embedding Board Embedding Board Cross Section 
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Mark Collier

Electronic Wax Embedding - continued

To embed the wax, stand your frame up and place the wax in the top slot making sure it has 
bottomed ok in the slot. You may have to manipulate the wax a little as sometimes the ends aren’t 
straight.

Then place the frame on the embedding board with the wax contacting the board and the wire on 
top of the wax.

Frame Sitting On Embedding Board / Hanging On Wire Not Touching Table

Use two hands on your embedding tool to melt the wax and apply some pressure to the tool at the 
same time to make the wire gently descend into the wax.

You can see below what reasonably good wax embedding looks like.
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Meet the beekeeper - by Ilaria Andreani

Let’s meet the club’s Treasurer, Angelo 

Pannacci! 

How long have you belonged to Southside 

Beekeepers club? 

I joined the club in 2016, following a couple of 

unsuccessful attempts (lost two colonies). By 

2018 I established a strong hive and sweet 

rewards followed.

What is your role within the Club?

I'm the Club's Treasurer. Three years ago I 

decided to nominate for a committee role 

because of a rm belief in participation and in 

particular in an attempt to understand the inner 

works and reasons causing the Club’s internal 

frictions. Conict of interest turned out to be, as 

so often is, the main cause of unrest and 

discontent. The current committee decision to 

clearly state a total not for prot, volunteer, 

transparent stance of our Club, unanimously 

carried makes me very optimist.

How did you become interested in 

beekeeping?

My interest goes back to childhood, my 

maternal grandfather (after whom I have been 

named) had hives in his garden, one of those 

was a hollowed out log, plus another a simple 

square box and a couple of classic Langstroth 

hives, one with an inspection window arousing 

my curiosity.

My father took over the hives by the time I was 

5 or 6 years, so we enjoyed honey well into my 

late teens, I fondly remember carnival time 

when traditional sweets locally known as 

“Castagnole” coated in honey were on offer in 

every household.

How many hives do you have and what type? 

 One hive is at the moment in Patterson Lakes 

where I live, in spring I can house a couple 

more for new members awaiting a colony. I also 

look after my son’s ow hive in Frankston and 

two more at a friend’s place next to Jells Park.

Funniest beekeeping story (or incident!) that 

has happened to you:

 Beekeeping is a rewarding interesting and 

surprising activity, as we know. Every time the 

need arises to move a colony, experience tells 

us to be careful, prepared and patient, almost 

always on of the elements goes amiss... A 

swarm I collected at my son's last spring 

became ready after 4-5 weeks for 

consignment; at dusk when all bees had 

returned, I decided to close the entry with a bit 

of square timber and gaff tape, I thought 'no 

need to dress up as they are calm and it’s only 

a short distance to destination'. As I lifted the 

hive into the back of the car accidentally 

knocked the back gate and as Murphy’s law 

teaches us, the tape wasn’t on properly, the 

bees not so calm, the bee suit  beyond the hive 

so... half a dozen stings and 15 minutes later, to 

the amusement of the neighbours, mission 

accomplished.

"This swarm can be 

classed as the easiest 

capture ever, it 

certainly was for me. 

After the customary 

quarantine suggested 

by our Club's best 

practice, the by then 

healthy and strong 

colony was delivered 

to our new member, 

Jason in Seaford. A 

ow hive 

had been readied and the transfer took place smoothly, the queen made herself visible in her full 

glory, very impressive dimensions. To my surprise, Jason's interest in bees began in high school, on 

an excursion to an apiary/farm 27 years prior. It is a pleasure to see such an effect on young minds 

and to know that a new generation is becoming appreciative of the importance of bees... good luck 

to Jason and the two young daughters."

How can club members contact you?

I can be contacted on my mobile 0423 094 087 or emailed at 

angelo@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Feel free to email your questions to the 
committee via 
admin@southsidebeekeepers.com.au. 

Question
Hi Mark,

When I removed the honey frames last Friday 
to extract the honey, I also checked the bottom 
board and found few larvae and moths (?). I 
tried to take some pictures (see attached).

There was nothing suspicious in the honey 
supper, I didn't check the brood box.

I'm worried because I read on internet that wax 
moth can be very destructive.

Can you please give me your opinion?

Thanks
Aurélie

FAQ

Answer
Hi Aurélie,  

Hi Aurélie, it is hard to tell from your photos 
whether your have wax moth, but hearing that 
you saw a few larvae gives me some cause for 
alarm.

A stray moth ying into the bottom board, is 
one thing but larvae indicate that eggs have 
been laid in your hive.

I would immediately check your brood box. 
Tomorrow is supposed to be around 28 
degrees and if you can nd the time, I would 
suggest you do it then. If you cannot check 
tomorrow, then possibly Friday or Saturday, & 
while there is a prediction of rain, the 
temperatures are 18 & 19 degrees 
respectively. Cold but as long as your check is 
quick, it should be OK.

Sunday is 15 degrees and getting too cold to 
check.

If you see adult moths or larvae, remove them, 
even if you have to cut out part of the comb. 
Place the comb and/or moth adults/larvae into 
a plastic bag and freeze for a few days.

I would put the honey frames you extracted 
back into the honey super for the bees to clean 
up and then after a few days remove the honey 
super. You want to consolidate the bees into 
the smallest area possible. Read Ted Cottles 
article in last months sting about upending 
frames that are partially lled with honey or 
nectar so that the bees can collect any 
resources before your pack the hive down.

continued on page 10
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Aurélie’s reply

Hi Mark,

Thank you for your message and your 
recommendations. Much appreciated.

I checked my hive last Friday and everything is 
ne. No larvae, no moth etc..

The extracted honey frames were put back into 
the honey super the same day of the 
extraction.

In few days, i will remove the queen excluder 
but I don't think I will remove the honey super. 
My hive is strong, number of bees is high, 
probably too high to remove the honey super.

Regards
Aurélie

Question

Hi Ted

I have 2 hives, side by side & have done so for 
about 6 months. I haven't taken any honey as 
yet, preferring to allow the hives to build up. 
They consist of 2 brood boxes each. In the 
latest inspection hive 1 is full of bees and 
honey. Hive 2 is full of bees but much less 
honey. This second hive is about half the 
weight of the rst but has lots of capped 
brood. I'm not sure what my best option going 
forward is as i want to be sure there enough 
honey for this second hive to get through the 
winter.

I'm thinking...

1. Do nothing as there may be time once the 
brood emerge to build up reserves (perhaps 
they have used the honey supplies in 
developing growing brood & this will now slow 
down).

2. Watch & if things don't improve, start to 
feed.

3. Take a frame of honey from hive 1 and place 
it in hive 2. I'd be interested in your thoughts.

Thanks,
Paul

FAQ - continued

Answer

Hi Paul,

Starting point would be to estimate how much 
honey is in each hive,  for a double eight frame 
you would need approx. 4 frames of honey per 
hive to get through winter.

No problem taking excess honey from one hive 
to another if in your own Apiary.

If they don't have required food then maybe 
think about feeding them now or transferring 
excess honey as in a month or so the weather 
will be cooler and ability to open hives is 
severely limited.

The bees probably will slow down allot now 
that we've had a cold snap, but probably wont 
have a heap of time to re-ll brood frames with 
honey, all depends on your area etc.

Hope this helps, feel free to contact me if you 
need any more information.

Regards
Ted

Question

Hi Mark I moved my hive back to my place in 
Hastings on Friday (needed to move to the 
other end of the garden so took it to another 
property for 30 days & won't open it up until 
late this week to allow them to settle in (they 
have come out today in the sun but are very 
noisy & active).

But I just took out the lower tray to clean and 
put some beetle traps in there, and found a 
few of these white cases and some black 
carcasses - what are they? A lot of waxy 
sawdust type stuff.

Thanks
Clive

Answer

Hi Clive, looks like chalkbrood. It's a fungal 
disease casued by the fungus Ascosphaera 
apis. It is usually associated with a hive 
situated in damp surroundings. i.e. the inside 
of the hive is moist and it gives the fungus a 
chance to grow. It's normally everywhere but 
won't propagate until conditions are right. You 
can get the hive to do a thorough clean by 
lifting the lid and placing a piece of banana on 
the hive mat. The banana smells like attack 
pheromones and causes the bees to go 
through the hive and toss every foreign body 
out. It's not a practice u want to do often as it is 
resource intensive. Grab a copy of the 
biosecurity manual and have a look.

Clive’s reply

Mark, thanks for the advice. I opened the hive 
yesterday, I am certain I see eggs and larvae 
on several centre frames and the main bee 
colony on the 4 inner frames (total 8) in the two 
stacked brood boxes of my hive with capped 
honey on a bit of the outer frames in both. 
They are building cells on the foundation quite 
well but I think I will need to feed a bit over 
winter.

Now I cleaned the bottom tray & put two beetle 
traps in there and one in between frames in 
both boxes, along with a piece of banana on 
the top of frames on a mat as you suggested! 
They got quite upset and the action inside was 
loud and frenzied. A bit more settled today!

Just now I removed the bottom tray to see 
what has been cleared out and surprised at 
the mess... I have stacked some of these 
carcasses on the black beetle trap for these 
close-up photos. What is your diagnosis?

Answer

Hi Clive, denitely looks like chalkbrood. The 
other thing to consider is moving the hive to a 
place where it gets more sun and also making 
sure you have adequate ventilation. Depending 
on the hive construction, it may help to add 
some extra ventilation holes in the sides of the 
lid.
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Aurélie’s reply

Hi Mark,

Thank you for your message and your 
recommendations. Much appreciated.

I checked my hive last Friday and everything is 
ne. No larvae, no moth etc..

The extracted honey frames were put back into 
the honey super the same day of the 
extraction.

In few days, i will remove the queen excluder 
but I don't think I will remove the honey super. 
My hive is strong, number of bees is high, 
probably too high to remove the honey super.

Regards
Aurélie

Question

Hi Ted

I have 2 hives, side by side & have done so for 
about 6 months. I haven't taken any honey as 
yet, preferring to allow the hives to build up. 
They consist of 2 brood boxes each. In the 
latest inspection hive 1 is full of bees and 
honey. Hive 2 is full of bees but much less 
honey. This second hive is about half the 
weight of the rst but has lots of capped 
brood. I'm not sure what my best option going 
forward is as i want to be sure there enough 
honey for this second hive to get through the 
winter.

I'm thinking...

1. Do nothing as there may be time once the 
brood emerge to build up reserves (perhaps 
they have used the honey supplies in 
developing growing brood & this will now slow 
down).

2. Watch & if things don't improve, start to 
feed.

3. Take a frame of honey from hive 1 and place 
it in hive 2. I'd be interested in your thoughts.

Thanks,
Paul

FAQ - continued

Answer

Hi Paul,

Starting point would be to estimate how much 
honey is in each hive,  for a double eight frame 
you would need approx. 4 frames of honey per 
hive to get through winter.

No problem taking excess honey from one hive 
to another if in your own Apiary.

If they don't have required food then maybe 
think about feeding them now or transferring 
excess honey as in a month or so the weather 
will be cooler and ability to open hives is 
severely limited.

The bees probably will slow down allot now 
that we've had a cold snap, but probably wont 
have a heap of time to re-ll brood frames with 
honey, all depends on your area etc.

Hope this helps, feel free to contact me if you 
need any more information.

Regards
Ted

Question

Hi Mark I moved my hive back to my place in 
Hastings on Friday (needed to move to the 
other end of the garden so took it to another 
property for 30 days & won't open it up until 
late this week to allow them to settle in (they 
have come out today in the sun but are very 
noisy & active).

But I just took out the lower tray to clean and 
put some beetle traps in there, and found a 
few of these white cases and some black 
carcasses - what are they? A lot of waxy 
sawdust type stuff.

Thanks
Clive

Answer

Hi Clive, looks like chalkbrood. It's a fungal 
disease casued by the fungus Ascosphaera 
apis. It is usually associated with a hive 
situated in damp surroundings. i.e. the inside 
of the hive is moist and it gives the fungus a 
chance to grow. It's normally everywhere but 
won't propagate until conditions are right. You 
can get the hive to do a thorough clean by 
lifting the lid and placing a piece of banana on 
the hive mat. The banana smells like attack 
pheromones and causes the bees to go 
through the hive and toss every foreign body 
out. It's not a practice u want to do often as it is 
resource intensive. Grab a copy of the 
biosecurity manual and have a look.

Clive’s reply

Mark, thanks for the advice. I opened the hive 
yesterday, I am certain I see eggs and larvae 
on several centre frames and the main bee 
colony on the 4 inner frames (total 8) in the two 
stacked brood boxes of my hive with capped 
honey on a bit of the outer frames in both. 
They are building cells on the foundation quite 
well but I think I will need to feed a bit over 
winter.

Now I cleaned the bottom tray & put two beetle 
traps in there and one in between frames in 
both boxes, along with a piece of banana on 
the top of frames on a mat as you suggested! 
They got quite upset and the action inside was 
loud and frenzied. A bit more settled today!

Just now I removed the bottom tray to see 
what has been cleared out and surprised at 
the mess... I have stacked some of these 
carcasses on the black beetle trap for these 
close-up photos. What is your diagnosis?

Answer

Hi Clive, denitely looks like chalkbrood. The 
other thing to consider is moving the hive to a 
place where it gets more sun and also making 
sure you have adequate ventilation. Depending 
on the hive construction, it may help to add 
some extra ventilation holes in the sides of the 
lid.
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