
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Hi fellow apiarist. This coming Wednesday will 
see the club run it’s Annual General Meeting 
(AGM). At our AGM held in February 2021, I 
had the honour of being elected your president 
and the privilege of representing you the 
members, as well as working with a fantastic 
group of dedicated and hard working people 
on the executive and the committee. They are 
Sally Cooper - Vice President, Ted Cottle - 
Secretary, Angelo Pannacci - Treasurer, Steve 
Rose - IT support, Illaria Andreani -Social 
Media support, Andrea Teodorini and Elliott 
Yeomans - training and general font of wisdom. 
Mark Dowling (who has applied to join the 
committee), has been invaluable for his work 
on policy development

Covid-19 and life’s changing situations mean 
that not all of the committee and executive are 
in the position of continuing their roles and so 
it is vital, that club members put their hands 
up, join the committee and help the club. For 
example, current Treasurer Angelo Pannacci 
has been interstate and will be so for an 
indeterminate time, so the club needs a new 
Treasurer. 

Join the Club’s Committee!

I implore you, the members, to think about 
how you can help the club. It is not 
satisfactory or sustainable to rely on the 
same group of people day in and day out to 
run the club. Please think about how you can 
help and stand for the committee or 
executive at this coming AGM.
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SOUTHSIDE BEEKEEPERS MISSION STATEMENT
To help our members make recognisable improvements in 

their beekeeping knowledge and performance, to work 

towards the preservation and conservation of bees and 

other pollinators and to provide a vibrant organisation that 

attracts new members and retains its existing members.
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The ofcial newsletter of the Southside Beekeepers Club.
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NEXT CLUB MEETING
7pm Wed 25th August 2021

Via Teams

The last 12 months, have been a period of 
great change for the club.

I want to extend a strong thanks to Steve Rose 
as prime mover, who has instituted a new web 
site and email system (MailChimp) that 
hopefully makes administration and 
maintenance of membership easier.

April saw the club being notied by Monterey 
Secondary College that our tenure at the 
school was being terminated, posing 
immediate problem of where to house the 
club’s hives. Sally Cooper put her hand up and 
Ted Cottle, Elliott Yeomans and I were 
scheduled to move the hives to Sally’s 
property on the 7th of August. The most recent 
lockdown has put a temporary halt to this. The 
school is understanding and while they want 
us off the campus, they are appreciate the 
circumstances the Club is in.

As you may recall from the last newsletter, I 
had written to Frankston City council and 
suggested that the Baxter Tennis Club (which 
has been derelict for the last couple of years), 
could satisfy the clubs needs and become a 
new home.

I received an acknowledgement of my letter 
but no further response.

Elliott Yeomans noticed that the Downs Estate 
Community gardens, based at 190 Old Wells 
Rd, Seaford, is sited on approx 8 hectares. 
Elliott recently made contact with them, 
thinking that Bees and veggie gardens would 
make a perfect partnership. 
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Committee Meetings
Our committee meetings are on the second 

Wednesday of each month however with the 

Covid-19 issue, they are conducted via 

Microsoft Teams. Members are always 

welcome but please call Ted Cottle on 0428 

429 547 for Microsoft Teams set up details.

Extractor Hire
Extractors are now available at 2 locations.

Ted Cottle at Frankston South 0428 429 547

Steven Rose at Brighton 0416 120 170

Hire is $70.00 for 2 days. This includes a 

$50.00 deposit, refundable upon the return of 

the extractor in a clean condition.

If you want a colony of Bees

If anyone requires a colony of bees please 

contact Mark or Ted to have their names 

added to the list .
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Ofce Bearers

 President Mark Collier
 mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0407 553 022

 Vice President Sally Cooper 
 bixdale@bigpond.com
 M: 0419 362 545 

 Secretary Ted Cottle
 ted@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0428 429 547

 Treasurer  Angelo Pannacci
 angelo@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0423 094 087

Committee Members

 Steven Rose  M: 0416 120 170 
 steve@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

 Elliott Yeomans
 elliott@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

 Ilaria Andreani  M: 0413 087 560
 iandreani@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

 Andrea Teodorini  M: 0431 279 899
 ateodorini@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Southside Beekeepers Meetings
We meet via scheduled on-line meeting noted in 
the newsletter.

Contact Info
M: 0413 104 191

Postal Address 
PO Box 3008 Frankston East VIC 3199

Post box emptied monthly

The Sting
Editor Mark Collier
mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Copy for The Sting must be received by the 15th 
of each month.

https://www.facebook.com/southsidebeekeepersclub/

Web: www.southsidebeekeepers.com.au

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - continued

Elliott received a welcome reply to his 

communication and we met Rodney Fedley, a 

committee member at the estate on Sunday 

2nd of August. Subsequent communication 

with the Downs Estate Secretary Maureen 

Grifn and the President Robyn Erwin shows 

promise. Robyn has written to the council 

advocating on our behalf and I have made a 

separate representation.

At this point, Southside Beekeepers Club are 

seeking a memorandum of understanding from 

the Downs Estate and Frankston City Council, 

that would give the club a minimum of 2 years 

tenure. This would allow the club to construct a 

chainlink fenced apiary on site.

Covid-19 has curtailed the Club’s usual 

activities, such as training, face to face monthly 

meetings, club BBQ’s, Bunnings sausage 

sizzles, information sessions with local 

gardening clubs and local schools.

We have had one face to Face monthly 

meeting at the Frankston Life Savings club on 

the 26th of May, with the state entering another 

lockdown on the 27th. The club also ran an 

“Introduction to Beekeeping” course on the 1st 

of May with 10 participants. 

The pandemic creates a degree of uncertainty 

that makes it impossible to plan any face to 

face club activities in the foreseeable future 

and it may well be January 2022 before these 

activities recommence.

Mark Dowling, Sally Cooper and Ted Cottle 

have been instrumental in working through a 

set of policies to guide club members on 

codes of behaviour as well as how to welcome 

new members. These policies cover everything 

from social media, conict of interest, budget 

planning, investment, sexual harassment, 

condentiality and governance to name a few.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT - continued

Members should have received an email on or 

around the 4th of August advising them of the 

upcoming AGM together with a link so as to be 

able to download the policies.

I hope you have all availed yourselves of this 

opportunity and can assist the club with your 

input, help ratify these policies and make the 

club a better managed organisation.

Mark Collier, President
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I've had the opportunity to send hives to the 

almonds this season. I've attached a few 

photos.

The broker my friend uses needed a few more 

hives as another beekeeper delivered 16 hives 

too few.  We took my hives up on Thursday 

and checked on his hives while we were there.  

The perfume of the almond blossom is all 

pervasive once you step from the vehicle. And 

the hum of the bees can be heard from just 

about every tree. 

The orchard has areas of a cover crop of vetch 

or wild rocket or turnip to serve as an alternate 

source of nectar/pollen.  I also saw peach and 

avocado orchards nearby. The bees could 

4

Almond Pollination - by Paul Fong Lip

possibly y to those orchards if the almonds 

stop producing a food source later in the 

month.  Most hives were placed in the rst 

week of August. Mine were the very last to go 

in at this orchard. We will go back end of 

August to move the bees out. 

The orchardists will need thousands of extra 

beehives every year for the near future as more 

acreage of trees mature.

Happy to chat to any club members that might 

be interested.

Cheers, 

Paul
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A Bee Friendly Garden - by Mark Dowling

With spring about to blossom and burst forth 

this is the time to think about your garden and 

plants that both attract bees and cloak your 

garden in a riot of colour.  The intent is to have 

a range of plants  that produce abundant 

pollen and emit an odour that attracts bees 

and increases nectar and honey production. 

Foraging honeybees (Apis mellifera) are our 

gardens unsung heroes and are our main 

pollinators and remain a vital part of both the 

human and animal food chains. Bees are also 

an important link for a healthy and happy 

garden by providing biotic pollination. Biotic 

pollination occurs as bees y from one ower 

to another collecting pollen. This collecting 

ensures ower constancy, which aids genetic 

transmission and diversity within and between 

ower species. Honeybees exhibit a liking for 

conspecic plant species which means that 

they have a preference for certain ower types 

and constantly return even if other more 

rewarding owers are available. So, the aim is 

to plant specic ower species in your garden 

that will assist you in creating a bee friendly 

garden.  

Honeybees are attracted to particular colours 

especially blue, purple and yellow. 

Consequently, to attract bees to your garden 

and maintain good pollination of your 

vegetables its easy to start with some 

thoughtful garden design and planting that is 

both functional and attractive. Right now, is the 

time to plant perennials like Sedum, 

Coneowers, Clover, Lavender, Salvia, Borage 

and Bergamot. These are hardy and when 

established require little maintenance and will 

with adding a little compost and mulching, 

grow and seed over several years. There are 

also  bee friendly ower seed mixes available 

from for example, the Diggers Club and some 

nurseries that include for example: Calendula 

(Calendula ofcinalis), Cornower (Centaurea 

cyanus),Californian Poppy (Eschscholzia 

californica), Fineower (Gilia 

leptantha),Toadax (Linaria 

maroccana),Alyssum (Lobularia 

maritima),Wallower (Erysimum cheiri) and 

Nemophila (Nemophila menziesii). These 

plants will ower throughout summer with 

regular watering and fertilising, using a natural 

seaweed-based or organic fertiliser. Other 

native plants that are also attractive to both 

European and native bees include Abelia 

grandiora- Abelia, Buddleja- Buttery Bush, 

Callistemon - Bottlebrush. Eucalyptus and 

Angophora Myrtaceae - species of the myrtle 

family of Gum Trees, Grevillea - Spider Flower 

and Leptospermum - Tea Tree. 

These are but a few of the plants that will bring 

delight to honey and native bees, for more 

information about bee friendly gardens see;   

https://www.diggers.com.au/shop/owers/edibl

e-ornamental-garden/the-bee-friendly-seed-

collection/sbeec/

As apiarists, we know having a bee friendly 

garden also enriches one's experience of 

nature and the important role of bees in 

pollination and maintaining the genetic 

diversity of all owering plants. 

A bee friendly meadow garden

National honey library to prove authenticity of Tasmanian leatherwood
- Erin Cooper

As Lindsay Bourke pulls a frame from one of 
his beehives in Tasmania's north, he is pleased 
with the progress for this time of year.

Surrounded by bees and eucalypt trees, he 
delicately pulls at the combs of stringy 
leatherwood honey. He says there is more than 
he had expected, which bodes well for the 
coming months.

To the untrained eye, leatherwood looks much 
like other honey, but in fact it is a premium 
product produced only in Tasmania's 
rainforests that sells for about double the price.

"It's such a beautiful, strong and distinctive 
honey," Mr Bourke says.

Mr Bourke has been making the liquid gold for 
decades while winning prizes along the way, 
but he and other Tasmanian beekeepers can 
only produce so much.

    "In Tasmania we can only put about 20,000 
hives in the rainforests every year and there's 
limited sites that are all taken up," he said.

“So we can only produce 1,000 tonnes a year." 

That has created high demand for Tasmanian 
leatherwood, which some overseas producers 
have chosen to exploit by diluting pure 
leatherwood or mislabeling blends.

Beekeeper Lindsay Bourke with bees.
(Supplied: Australian Honey Products)
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Australian Beekeeping Guide now available

The club has started printing copies of the 144 page plus 
cover Australian Beekeeping Guide and will cost members 
$25.00 plus postage. The cover is printed on 300gsm 
board, with a gloss laminate on the outside. Text pages are 
printed on a 128gsm satin.

Copies can also be downloaded free of charge from 
https://www.agrifutures.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/publications/14-098.pdf 

This book is an excellent guide to virtually all facets of 
beekeeping in Australia.
Chapters and topics covered are:

• Introduction to the honey bee
• The hive and its components
• Handling bees and beekeeping safety
• How to get bees and increase numbers of 
   colonies
• Apiary Sites and Flora
• Spring management
• Summer operations
• Extracting honey
• Winter management 
• Honey 
• Beeswax
• Requeening colonies and rearing queen bees
• Brood diseases of bees
• Diseases of adult bees
• Pests and enemies of bees 
• Parasites of honey bees 
• Quick problem solving table 

The club is now using this book as part of its “Introduction to Beekeeping Course”. If you want a single comprehensive 
source of information on beekeeping, this is the book for you. It also makes a fantastic present for any new beekeepers. 
Copies can be purchased from the club.
Send your enquiry to mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au or call 0407 553 022

• Honey bee pollination
• Legal
• Additional information 
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"This whole project is about how do we prove 
that this honey is not from Australia, that this 
honey is a fraud," Dr Garland said.

"To do that, we need to characterise our own 
honey. We have to establish the characteristics 
of leatherwood honey and what makes it so 
special.

"Its taste, its smell, its sugar content, how 
bioactive it is: all these different qualities need 
to be established, and then the honey library is 
to set a benchmark."

Mr Bourke says the work will help protect the 
reputation of his honey.

"We don't want the end purchaser to buy honey 
with leatherwood on it and think it's a very mild-
tasting product when in actual fact it isn't."

    “It's a pristine honey, very active and 
beautiful-tasting and we want to make sure 
that what's on the label is what's in the jar."

Research key to greater returns

While Tasmanian leatherwood attracts a 
premium price, researchers and producers 
agree it is not nearly enough.

"The manuka honey in New Zealand has got so 
much government support behind it. They've 
done so much research … so they can 
demand a huge premium for their honey," Dr 
Garland says.

“Beekeepers here in Australia need that kind of 
research, too.

“They need to be able to say 'look how good 
our honey is', show the research that proves it's 
bioactive and then we can start to get the 
premium prices we deserve."

That would be music to Mr Bourke's ears.

“Leatherwood is one of the best honeys in the 
world so it would be wonderful to see that 
recognised.”

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-08-23/honey-library-
to-prove-authenticity-of-tasmanian-
leatherwood/100397638?utm_campaign=news-article-
share-2-desktop-
0&utm_content=mail&utm_medium=content_shared&ut
m_source=abc_news_web

"A few years ago I sold 1 kilogram pails and 
some bulk honey in drums, and someone 
reported to me they'd seen my honey in 3kg 
pails. So these people had produced the 
buckets and the labels and put it together," he 
said. "I don't know what was in that honey."

Mr Bourke said the situation is quite bad in 
some countries.

"Rice syrups are hard to detect and they mix it 
in to make a fraudulent honey and sell it as the 
premium stuff.”

National honey library to stamp out fakes

On the other side of the country, Liz Barbour 
lives and breathes honey at the University of 
Western Australia in Perth.

She is the CEO of the Cooperative Research 
Centre for Honey Bee Products, which is 
funded by both industry and government to set 
benchmarks for honey quality and research 
varieties from across Australia.

Her work includes the national honey library, 
where producers send in samples of their 
honey for cataloguing, making it easier to spot 
fakes.

"With this database, we're really building up a 
catalogue to check against so we get a good 
understanding of what is normal," she says.

    "In the end, we really want that when you 
pick up that jar of honey, that you can be 
assured that the label reects what it actually 
is."

The focus on honey traceability came about, at 
least in part, because of allegations in 2018 
that major producer Capilano was selling 
adulterated honey.

The company was cleared of any wrongdoing 
following an investigation by the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission.

“What it did show to us is that there was 
nothing to protect us in terms of our quality 
control," Dr Barbour says.

The Tasmanian arm of the research is being 
done by Sandra Garland at the University of 
Tasmania's Institute of Agriculture.
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with leatherwood on it and think it's a very mild-
tasting product when in actual fact it isn't."

    “It's a pristine honey, very active and 
beautiful-tasting and we want to make sure 
that what's on the label is what's in the jar."

Research key to greater returns

While Tasmanian leatherwood attracts a 
premium price, researchers and producers 
agree it is not nearly enough.

"The manuka honey in New Zealand has got so 
much government support behind it. They've 
done so much research … so they can 
demand a huge premium for their honey," Dr 
Garland says.

“Beekeepers here in Australia need that kind of 
research, too.

“They need to be able to say 'look how good 
our honey is', show the research that proves it's 
bioactive and then we can start to get the 
premium prices we deserve."

That would be music to Mr Bourke's ears.

“Leatherwood is one of the best honeys in the 
world so it would be wonderful to see that 
recognised.”

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-08-23/honey-library-
to-prove-authenticity-of-tasmanian-
leatherwood/100397638?utm_campaign=news-article-
share-2-desktop-
0&utm_content=mail&utm_medium=content_shared&ut
m_source=abc_news_web

"A few years ago I sold 1 kilogram pails and 
some bulk honey in drums, and someone 
reported to me they'd seen my honey in 3kg 
pails. So these people had produced the 
buckets and the labels and put it together," he 
said. "I don't know what was in that honey."

Mr Bourke said the situation is quite bad in 
some countries.

"Rice syrups are hard to detect and they mix it 
in to make a fraudulent honey and sell it as the 
premium stuff.”

National honey library to stamp out fakes

On the other side of the country, Liz Barbour 
lives and breathes honey at the University of 
Western Australia in Perth.

She is the CEO of the Cooperative Research 
Centre for Honey Bee Products, which is 
funded by both industry and government to set 
benchmarks for honey quality and research 
varieties from across Australia.

Her work includes the national honey library, 
where producers send in samples of their 
honey for cataloguing, making it easier to spot 
fakes.

"With this database, we're really building up a 
catalogue to check against so we get a good 
understanding of what is normal," she says.

    "In the end, we really want that when you 
pick up that jar of honey, that you can be 
assured that the label reects what it actually 
is."

The focus on honey traceability came about, at 
least in part, because of allegations in 2018 
that major producer Capilano was selling 
adulterated honey.

The company was cleared of any wrongdoing 
following an investigation by the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission.

“What it did show to us is that there was 
nothing to protect us in terms of our quality 
control," Dr Barbour says.

The Tasmanian arm of the research is being 
done by Sandra Garland at the University of 
Tasmania's Institute of Agriculture.
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Biosecurity Signs

V I S I TORS
PLEASE RESPECT

THIS APIARY BELONGS TO:

CALL IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY
DO NOT ENTER THIS APIARY WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL

EXOTIC PLANT PEST HOTLINE

1800 084 881

HONEY BEE BIOSECURITY

BEEKEEPER CONTACT

A4 Biosecurity signs can be purchased from 
the club for $10.00 each. Contact Mark Collier 
on 0407 553 022, email 
mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au.

These are small enough to t into a padded 
satchel so can be posted.

Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers now available

beekeepersRegistered Association: 148694062 Club

beekeepersbeekeepers
Southside

Dr Jenny Shanks from Plant Health Australia has given the club 
permission to print copies of the  Biosecurity Manual for 
Beekeepers v1.1 (©Plant Health Australia 2016) for members. 
Jenny kindly informed us that there are no royalty payments 
required.

Copies of this 64 page full colour publication can be ordered 
through the club and will cost members $15.00 or a free pdf copy 
can be downloaded from the club’s website.

Order or purchase copies at monthly meetings.

As you may be aware the honey bee industry, represented by the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council, (AHBIC), in consultation 
with all beekeepers and governments, has worked to develop the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice 
(Code). In July 2016, AHBIC endorsed the Code and its gradual 
adoption across Australia.

The Code provides a clear framework for all beekeepers to 
engage in best-practice biosecurity. Its purpose is to help 
improve the management of established pests and diseases, 
as well as increase preparedness and surveillance for exotic 
pests and diseases that threaten our honey bee industry, such 
as the Varroa mite.

A copy of the Code can be downloaded from http://honeybee.org.au/programs/code-of-practice-and-
national-bee-biosecurity-program/

The new Livestock Disease Control Regulations 2017 incorporating the Code came into effect on 12 June 2019. The 
new regulations cover activities that all beekeepers should already be undertaking to minimise the impact 
of pests and diseases on their own hives and those of their fellow beekeepers.

Some new regulations apply to all beekeepers ; others apply only to beekeepers with 50 or more hives.

There are consequences for failing to comply with all apiary legislation in Victoria which may include being issued with 
an infringement notice or court action for more serious or repeat offences. It is your responsibility to familiarise yourself 
with the requirements that relate to you or seek assistance if you are not sure.

A copy of the Regulations can be downloaded from the Victorian Legislation and Parliamentary Documents website 
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/. At the site, click on Victorian Law Today to search for the Regulations.

Our Club Sponsors
We would like to give a great thank you to our wonderful sponsors:

Frankston City CouncilBunnings
K E I T H E D W A R D S
l a n d s c a p e c o n s u l t a n t

M 0408 355 307
E keithmaxed@outlook.com

newartworx
D E S I G N  P R I N T W E B

i n fo@newartworx.com.au
9790 0455
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