
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Hi club members. I trust you and your bees are 

well.

Spring has denitely arrived, warmth and sun 

one day, cold winds and rain the next. 

If you work, it does make it difcult to start your 

regular inspections. I have conducted a quick 

inspection two Saturdays ago, but it was very 

cursory. I wanted to check the hives and look 

for any pests and also see what the bees were 

doing, brood and queen wise. Saw drone cells 

in one hive but the other hive, which seems to 

be slower and not as vigorous, was free of 

drone cells.

I had installed beetle traps and trays on the 

hive doctor bases when I shut the hives down 

last April. These were lled with parafn oil and 

seemed to have done their job, as during the 

recent inspection, I only spied one small hive 

beetle in one hive. This was quickly 

despatched and the hives closed up.

I am waiting for a decent 21° C day, that 

corresponds with my weekend so i can open 

the hives up, carry out a thorough inspection, 

cleaning off burr comb from frames, checking 

for signs of potential swarming such as queen 

cells. I also want to check pollen and honey 

stores and see if I need to add a honey super, 

although I suspect it may still be too early in 

the season as there are still plenty of cold and 

wet days ahead.

It is time to start planning on conducting your 

rst sugar shake test for the season to detect 
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varroa mites. Information on how to conduct 

this test can be found in the Australian 

Beekeeping guide - see page 108, or on the 

Victorian Dept of Ag website

https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/pest-

insects-and-mites/priority-pest-insects-and-

mites/varroa-mite-of-honey-bees/sugar-shake-test-

to-detect-varroa-mite

Alternatively a good video can be found from 

the NSW DPI website

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgMMetfQ9J0

Sugar shake tests should be conducted twice 

a year with a 4 month gap between tests and 

results should be uploaded to your BeeMAX 

account

https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-

animals/honey-bees/beekeeper-registration-and-

hive-disposal#h2-3

If you are not familiar with the signs indicating 

swarming is potentially in train, you should 

read up and be aware of what the signs are 

and how to remedy.

Ted Cottle will be giving a talk on swarming 

and how to prevent it, at the monthly meeting 

this coming Wednesday. I would advise all 

members to join the teams meeting.

continued on page 2
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Committee Meetings
Our committee meetings are on the second 

Wednesday of each month however with the 

Covid-19 issue, they are conducted via 

Microsoft Teams. Members are always 

welcome but please call Ted Cottle on 0428 

429 547 for Microsoft Teams set up details.

Extractor Hire
Extractors are now available at 2 locations.

Ted Cottle at Frankston South 0428 429 547

Steven Rose at Brighton 0416 120 170

Hire is $70.00 for 2 days. This includes a 

$50.00 deposit, refundable upon the return of 

the extractor in a clean condition.

If you want a colony of Bees

If anyone requires a colony of bees please 

contact Mark Collier or Ted Cottle to have their 

names added to the list.
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Ted has also had the rst call from the general 

public to the club’s phone, with a report of a 

swarm, so even though the weather is extremely 

variable temperature wise, swarming is 

happening now. The caller was advised to call 

swarm patrol.

I would also draw your attention to Chapter 6 of 

the Australian Beekeepers guide on Spring 

management. It covers a wide range of subjects 

and should be essential reading. 

NEW: Sunday Q&A sessions 

On Sunday the 12th of September, the club 

commenced running a weekly Q&A session via 

Teams. This is designed to be a 30-minute 

informal meetings to provide members with the 

opportunity to ask questions especially as the 

activity in your hives is ramping up. The rst 

session was hosted by Ted Cottle and Mark 

Collier with approx 30 participants and based on 

the comments, was well received.

The club is pleased to be able to offer members 
who want a colony of bees the options of 
purchasing a complete 8 frame wax dipped 
Langstroth hive or a 5 frame Nuc. 

Costs are as follows:

Club member provide box, frames, lid and 
bottom board = $200.00 inc. gst

Club provided, wax dipped 8 frame Langstroth 
box, with 8 frames, lid & hive doctor base = 
$300.00 inc. gst

Club provided, painted 5 frame Nuc = $225.00 
inc. gst

Colonies are propagated by members, usually 
by taking a split in combination with a newly purchased queen and then housed in a 5 frame nuc. 
The young colonies are managed for a number of months until the colony is strong and healthy, 
where it is then handed over to the member in either a members provided box, a club provided 
box or 5 frame nuc.

At this stage we are not able to purchase queens to start the splits, but envisage new queens 
coming on the market around the end of October. 

Call or email Ted Cottle or Mark Collier to register your interest in purchasing a colony.

Club Colony List - Hives and Nucs for sale
PRESIDENT’S REPORT - continued

Sally Cooper and Elliott Yeomans ran another 

session yesterday (Sunday 19th Sept), 

attended by 15 members with emphasis on 

ow hives. 

Lorna Galea posed a question at the end of 

the session that was missed. Lorna asked “We 

Have a lot of tea tree in the area, is this not 

ideal for a ow hive?”

Elliott replied with the following, 

“Leptospermum laevigatum or Coast Teatree, 

like many of the Leptospermums, produces a 

very thick honey that will not ow well so it is 

advisable not to rely on a Flow hive in an area 

where this plant is abundant. It can be difcult 

to extract centrigally as well and may require 

comb to be crushed or compressed for 

extraction.”

continued on page 3

These Q&A sessions are planned to continue 

until at least the 21st of November and are 

scheduled from 5:00-5:30pm each Sunday. 

You should have received a link via email and 

the link does not have an end date, i.e the 

same link will allow you to join future sessions.

In order to make these session more relevant 

to you, our Club’s members, please email one 

of the committee members with topics you 

would like covered. If we don’t know what 

subjects would be of interest, we cannot tailor 

the sessions to suit your needs. 

I would like to thank the committee for 

participating and special thanks to Ilaria for 

sorting out the facilitators schedule and Ted for 

the idea of helping club members with this 

additional resource.

Happy Beekeeping - 

Mark Collier, President

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - continued
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‘succulent’ range of plants, the Aloes are in full 

ower, cotyledons are displaying their 

spectacular ower heads on long stalks and, in 

my own garden, the tree euphorbia is in full 

ower and the bees are numerous. From the 

bulb group, the daffodils, jonquils and the 

spectacular ower heads of the alliums are 

demanding ‘bee attention’. Groundcovers of 

the brachysema massed with little blue daisy 

owers are out, as are the owers of the 

enormous varieties of the gazania family of low 

growing, ground hugging feature plants.

We await the late spring and the show of the 

perennial plants that will perform for 8 to 10 

months, providing food for our hive, and giving 

us a magnicent display we are happy to share 

with bees and the growing number of 

honeyeaters.

This time of the year is also perfect to feed 

your plants with organic fertilisers and, better 

still, the liquid forms that stimulate growth and 

increase your plants ability to ward off pest and 

disease, a ow on effect to increase the health 

of your hive.
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Early Spring 2019 by Keith Edwards

This article was first published in The Sting, 

August 2019

Except for the very cold and wet days during 

this winter, my bees have been active within 

the garden. We cut back the Salvia leucantha 

Mexican Sage in the rst week of August, as 

the ower heads were spent and long and 

leggy. In another part of my garden, that is 

shaded from the winter sun another salvia, S. 

Black Knight, has been owering now for 10 

months and shows no signs of requiring to be 

cut back as new owers are developing.

By the second week of August, with a couple 

of warmer days over the 15 degree mark, I saw 

the swelling of the rst buds from our China 

Flat peaches and knew then that they would 

be a magnet for our girls. Peaches, then 

nectarines ower rst followed by the apricots, 

cherries, our white sapotes, avocados, wild 

plums, European plums and then the apples 

and pears round out our deciduous plant 

varieties.

A walk around the neighborhood has identied 

other sources of nectar and pollen for the bees 

with numerous early owering plants out and 

available. Species like the deciduous 

magnolias in the purple and white forms and 

the non deciduous varieties, such as Michelia 

doltsolpa, M. yunnanensis and M. go, are all 

out and attracting the bees. Camelias of 

various varieties and colours have been 

owering since early winter as have rosemarys 

and english lavender which will continue to 

perform for many more months, and even 

longer if they are dead-headed. In the native 

realm, acacias are in full bloom, Eucalyptus 

caesia, the Silver Princess with its enormous 

blooms are owering along with some forms of 

grevillea such G. rosmariniformis, and hybrids 

G. Peaches & Cream, G. Robyn Gordon and 

other more popular landscape species such 

as the Westringias and Thryptomene. In the Images by Keith Edwards

Beehive vandalism hits honey producers' hearts and hip pockets 
by By Jessica Hayes and Joanna Prendergast

West Australian honey producers say theft, 

senseless killing of bees, and vandalism of 

hives is costing their industry tens of 

thousands of dollars each year. 

Beekeepers travel the state with their hives, 

placing them in remote locations for weeks at 

a time to allow bees to feed and produce 

honey. 

But leaving hives unattended has exposed 

beekeepers to senseless vandalism and 

destruction. 

Bee Industry Council of WA chairman Brendon 

Fewster said there were growing instances 

where keepers had returned to their hives to 

nd they had been shot at or knocked over.

"It's happening mainly in state forest … 

where there are recreational four-wheel 

drivers out there," he said. 

    "I'm not sure what the reason is, I'm not 

sure if they think it's funny or entertaining 

for them to run over hives but it's 

devastating for us." 

Rupert Phillips from House of Honey in the 

Swan Valley said he had resorted to placing 

cameras in the bush to monitor his hives and 

tracking chips inside the hives in case of theft. 

"I recall a particular incident where I had 

some hives on stands east of Perth, the 

bees were under a tree, someone came 

in and purposely pushed all of the hives 

off the stands," he said. 

"The beehives landed on the entrance 

side, preventing the bees from getting 

out, a lot of them suffocated in the heat, 

and the ants got stuck into the rest that 

did survive." 

Mr Phillips said the event had cost his 

business at least $20,000. 

Mr Fewster said vandalism was a problem for 

keepers across the state and he knew of an 

instance where a beekeeper had 120 hives 

damaged at once, which had cost in excess of 

$100,000 to a small business. 

Both beekeepers agreed the nancial impact 

and loss of production from vandalism was 

superseded by concerns about bee health and 

wellbeing. 

"Just leave the poor little fellas alone, 

they're just living their life," Mr Fewster 

said. 

    "It's the killing of an animal, it's like 

driving into someone's paddock and 

running over their sheep while they're 

asleep at night. 

"It's pretty awful to drive into one of your 

loads and to see the hives all scattered 

everywhere … all these beautiful frames 

of baby bees laid squashed and laid out 

on the ground.

"It happened to me recently and the 

bottom lip was quivering while I was 

clearing all the gear up." 

Mr Fewster said it took beekeepers months to 

rebuild bee numbers after a mass death from 

vandalism. 

Mr Phillips said honey theft was also an issue. 

He recently had 25 boxes of honey stolen. 

“We try to have the hives concealed from main 

roads and tracks as much as possible," he 

said.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-09-17/beehive-

vandalism-saddens-honey-producers/100467432
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Australian Beekeeping Guide now available

The club has started printing copies of the 144 page plus 
cover Australian Beekeeping Guide and will cost members 
$25.00 plus postage. The cover is printed on 300gsm 
board, with a gloss laminate on the outside. Text pages are 
printed on a 128gsm satin.

Copies can also be downloaded free of charge from 
https://www.agrifutures.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/publications/14-098.pdf 

This book is an excellent guide to virtually all facets of 
beekeeping in Australia.
Chapters and topics covered are:

• Introduction to the honey bee
• The hive and its components
• Handling bees and beekeeping safety
• How to get bees and increase numbers of 
   colonies
• Apiary Sites and Flora
• Spring management
• Summer operations
• Extracting honey
• Winter management 
• Honey 
• Beeswax
• Requeening colonies and rearing queen bees
• Brood diseases of bees
• Diseases of adult bees
• Pests and enemies of bees 
• Parasites of honey bees 
• Quick problem solving table 

The club is now using this book as part of its “Introduction to Beekeeping Course”. If you want a single comprehensive 
source of information on beekeeping, this is the book for you. It also makes a fantastic present for any new beekeepers. 
Copies can be purchased from the club.
Send your enquiry to mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au or call 0407 553 022

• Honey bee pollination
• Legal
• Additional information 

Biosecurity Signs

V I S I TORS
PLEASE RESPECT

THIS APIARY BELONGS TO:

CALL IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY
DO NOT ENTER THIS APIARY WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL

EXOTIC PLANT PEST HOTLINE

1800 084 881

HONEY BEE BIOSECURITY

BEEKEEPER CONTACT

A4 Biosecurity signs can be purchased from 
the club for $10.00 each. Contact Mark Collier 
on 0407 553 022, email 
mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au.

These are small enough to t into a padded 
satchel so can be posted.

Please note, the club has one sign in stock. A 
new batch will be ordered if there are 
expressions of interest.

Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers now available

beekeepersRegistered Association: 148694062 Club

beekeepersbeekeepers
Southside

Dr Jenny Shanks from Plant Health Australia has given the club 
permission to print copies of the  Biosecurity Manual for 
Beekeepers v1.1 (©Plant Health Australia 2016) for members. 
Jenny kindly informed us that there are no royalty payments 
required.

Copies of this 64 page full colour publication can be ordered 
through the club and will cost members $15.00 or a free pdf copy 
can be downloaded from the club’s website.

Order or purchase copies at monthly meetings.

As you may be aware the honey bee industry, represented by the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council, (AHBIC), in consultation 
with all beekeepers and governments, has worked to develop the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice 
(Code). In July 2016, AHBIC endorsed the Code and its gradual 
adoption across Australia.

The Code provides a clear framework for all beekeepers to 
engage in best-practice biosecurity. Its purpose is to help 
improve the management of established pests and diseases, 
as well as increase preparedness and surveillance for exotic 
pests and diseases that threaten our honey bee industry, such 
as the Varroa mite.

A copy of the Code can be downloaded from http://honeybee.org.au/programs/code-of-practice-and-
national-bee-biosecurity-program/

The new Livestock Disease Control Regulations 2017 incorporating the Code came into effect on 12 June 2019. The 
new regulations cover activities that all beekeepers should already be undertaking to minimise the impact 
of pests and diseases on their own hives and those of their fellow beekeepers.

Some new regulations apply to all beekeepers ; others apply only to beekeepers with 50 or more hives.

There are consequences for failing to comply with all apiary legislation in Victoria which may include being issued with 
an infringement notice or court action for more serious or repeat offences. It is your responsibility to familiarise yourself 
with the requirements that relate to you or seek assistance if you are not sure.

A copy of the Regulations can be downloaded from the Victorian Legislation and Parliamentary Documents website 
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/. At the site, click on Victorian Law Today to search for the Regulations.
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Australian Beekeeping Guide now available

The club has started printing copies of the 144 page plus 
cover Australian Beekeeping Guide and will cost members 
$25.00 plus postage. The cover is printed on 300gsm 
board, with a gloss laminate on the outside. Text pages are 
printed on a 128gsm satin.

Copies can also be downloaded free of charge from 
https://www.agrifutures.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/publications/14-098.pdf 

This book is an excellent guide to virtually all facets of 
beekeeping in Australia.
Chapters and topics covered are:

• Introduction to the honey bee
• The hive and its components
• Handling bees and beekeeping safety
• How to get bees and increase numbers of 
   colonies
• Apiary Sites and Flora
• Spring management
• Summer operations
• Extracting honey
• Winter management 
• Honey 
• Beeswax
• Requeening colonies and rearing queen bees
• Brood diseases of bees
• Diseases of adult bees
• Pests and enemies of bees 
• Parasites of honey bees 
• Quick problem solving table 

The club is now using this book as part of its “Introduction to Beekeeping Course”. If you want a single comprehensive 
source of information on beekeeping, this is the book for you. It also makes a fantastic present for any new beekeepers. 
Copies can be purchased from the club.
Send your enquiry to mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au or call 0407 553 022

• Honey bee pollination
• Legal
• Additional information 
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http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/. At the site, click on Victorian Law Today to search for the Regulations.



The Sting Issue No. 34 - September 2021

8

Our Club Sponsors
We would like to give a great thank you to our wonderful sponsors:

Frankston City CouncilBunnings
K E I T H E D W A R D S
l a n d s c a p e c o n s u l t a n t

M 0408 355 307
E keithmaxed@outlook.com

newartworx
D E S I G N  P R I N T W E B

i n fo@newartworx.com.au
9790 0455

Andrew Hickey, has written to the club enquiring if any club members would like to site a hive(s) on 

his property. Andrew writes:

I Have a lack of bees in my garden about an acre if anyone wants to locate a hive in my 

secure block which is adjacent to sweeter water creek I would be a happy man

Andrew can be contacted by Email: torrbay@bigpond.net.au or Phone: 0409957488

Business BUZZ


