
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

It’s ofcial - Southside Beekeeper Club has 

nally cut ties with Monterey Secondary 

College.

I left work on Friday the 1st of October around 

5:45pm and headed towards the apiary at 

Monterey Secondary College. It was a cold, 

drizzly evening, with the sun just starting to set, 

a perfect time of day and temperature to tape 

closed the entrances on the clubs 3 Langstroth 

hives and the top bar hive.

The morning of Saturday October 2nd, was 

also overcast and there was a light mizzle 

falling. Ted Cottle, Mark Abicare and I 

rendezvoused at the apiary around 8:30 am 

and with much grunting and struggling 

managed to lift the 4 club hives onto the back 

of Mark Abicare’s 4 wheel drive.

Next step was to head to club Treasurer, Sally 

Cooper’s property at Tuerong on the 

Mornington Peninsula.

It had rained most of the night and Sally 

mentioned that parts of her property were a 

quagmire with some of her dams having risen 

by 2 feet overnight. Thank heavens for Mark’s 

4 wheel drive, as a normal vehicle would never 

have made it down the tracks.

Rather than dismantle the hives, we placed two 

lengths of treated pine on the top of each hive 

and then strapped them down with 2 ratchet 

straps. This provided a sling and allowed us to 

lift the hives onto the tray of Mark’s truck.
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Club hives with entrances closed in preparation for 
moving to the Mornington Peninsula

The new location is fantastic, with a dam only 4 

metres away from the hives. The dam has a 

mature lining of sedges and rushes growing 

along the litoral zone, providing plenty of 

opportunity for the bees to collect water while 

not drowning.

A neighbouring eld is covered in owering 

mustard and further aeld is an orchard that 

was in full ower. Eucalypts were just starting 

to ower so in the immediate term there is 

plenty of nectar and pollen available.

Sally called a few days after the move to let us 

know that one of the hives had swarmed.
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Committee Meetings
Our committee meetings are on the second 

Wednesday of each month however with the 

Covid-19 issue, they are conducted via 

Microsoft Teams. Members are always 

welcome but please call Ted Cottle on 0428 

429 547 for Microsoft Teams set up details.

Extractor Hire
Extractors are now available at 2 locations.

Ted Cottle at Frankston South 0428 429 547

Steven Rose at Brighton 0416 120 170

Hire is $70.00 for 2 days. This includes a 

$50.00 deposit, refundable upon the return of 

the extractor in a clean condition.

If you want a colony of Bees

If anyone requires a colony of bees please 

contact Mark Collier or Ted Cottle to have their 

names added to the list.
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Southside Beekeepers Meetings
We meet via scheduled on-line meeting noted in 
the newsletter.

Contact Info
M: 0413 104 191

Postal Address 
PO Box 3008 Frankston East VIC 3199

Post box emptied monthly
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Editor Mark Collier
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Copy for The Sting must be received by the 15th 
of each month.

https://www.facebook.com/southsidebeekeepersclub/

Web: www.southsidebeekeepers.com.au

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - continued

continued on page 3

While we had re-queened the white 8 frame 

and the top bar hive earlier in the year, covid, 

the lockdowns, in combination with the school 

being shut has severely restricted our ability to 

maintain the hives. 

Ted carried out an inspection around the 7th of 

October. A subsequent trip saw Ted replace a 

number of frames as well as remove some 

swarms cells.

The poly-hive, the 10 frame and 8 frame hives’ 

woodware is in a sorry state and we are 

planning on replacing all the woodware with 

wax dipped 8 frame supers in the coming 

weeks.

Ted has also ordered a number fo Italian 

queens from Beeman honey and a Russian 

queen from Hampton hives.

We are aiming to re-queen the hives sometime 

over November. It is also planned to run an 

extraction as a number of the hives have 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - continued

Hives strapped down on the back of Mark’s 4 wheel drive

Ted and Mark head off to inspect the new site. Bees and 
hives made the trip safe and sound.

Hives positioned on pallets at Sally’s property. The dam 
is at the back left of the hives.

A eld of mustard in ower (yellow band in the 
background) and owering apple trees back left.

MustardMustardMustardApplesApplesApples

frames full of capped honey and with the 

profusion of owers in bloom, it won’t be too 

long before the remaining frames are full.

I want to express my thanks to Ted Cottle and 

Mark Abicare for their help in relocating the 

hives and an extra big thank you to Sally 

Cooper who has agreed to site the hives on 

her property. 

I have contacted the Downs Estate and they 

are still waiting to hear back from Frankston 

City Council with news on our application to 

site the hives on the estate. Hopefully this will 

happen soon and provide a more central 

location to where the bulk of the clubs 

members are located.

The lifting of lockdown restrictions means we 

are now starting to plan when we can run our 

next Introduction to beekeeping classes. If you 

are interested in attending one of these 

classes, let Ted or myself know either with a 

call or email so we can gauge the level of 

interest.

We are also planning on running a Xmas party, 

possibly at the Frankston Life Saving club in 

early December, with a tentative date of 

Wednesday the 1st of December from about 

5pm. This requires conrmation that we can 

book the venue, again let Ted or myself know 

either with a call or email so we can gauge the 

level of interest.

Happy Beekeeping - 

Mark Collier, President
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Club member John Carroll submitted the 

following cartoon, titled The advantage  of 

having an  open-mind

Tests for detecting Varroa Mite

David Farrugia submitted the following joke

The world's leading expert on European wasps 

walks into a record shop. He asks the assistant 

“Do you have ‘European Vespidae Acoustics 

Volume 2? I believe it was released this week.” 

“Certainly,” replies the assistant. “Would you 

like to listen before you buy it?” "That would be 

wonderful," says the expert, and puts on a pair 

of headphones. He listens for a few moments 

and says to the assistant, “I'm terribly sorry, but 

I am the world's leading expert on European 

wasps and this is not accurate at all. I don't 

recognize any of those sounds. Are you sure 

this is the correct recording?” The assistant 

checks the turntable, and replies that it is 

indeed European Vespidae Acoustics Volume 

2. The assistant apologizes and lifts the needle 

onto the next track. Again the expert listens for 

a few moments and then says to the assistant, 

"No, this just can't be right! I've been an expert 

in this eld for 43 years and I still don't 

recognize any of these sounds." The assistant 

apologizes again and lifts the needle to the 

next track. The expert throws off the 

headphones as soon as it starts playing and 

is fuming with rage. "This is outrageous false 

advertising! I am the world's leading expert 

on European wasps and no European wasp 

has ever made a sound like the ones on this 

record!" The manager of the shop overhears 

the commotion and walks over. "What 

seems to be the problem, sir?" "This is an 

outrage! I am the world's leading expert on 

European wasps. Nobody knows more 

about them than I do. There is no way in hell 

that the sounds on that record were made 

by European wasps!" The manager glances 

down and notices the problem instantly. "I'm 

terribly sorry, sir. It appears we've been 

playing you the bee side."

Following on from lasts months note regarding 

the sugar shake test, David Gibson had 

contacted Ally one of the state’s Honey Bee 

Biosecurity team regarding varroa mite 

detection and received the following reply

There are three tests you can perform:

Sugar Shake:

I can see you’ve already done this test on the 

14th Sep 2021, so you might already have this 

container. If not, you can buy one from any of 

your local beekeeping supply stores/online or 

make one.  

They are pretty easy to make, all you'll need is 

the following: one 500 gram or 750 gram jar or 

plastic container with a plastic or metal lid. If 

using a plastic lid, drill 50–70, 3–4 mm holes 

into the lid. Or cut out the inside of the lid and 

replace with drilled or use 3-5mm gauze wire 

mesh. The mesh just needs to allow sugar with 

potential mites through, but not bees. This is 

the same theory for screened bottom boards in 

hives.

You may nd this video useful as it contains 

information on performing a sugar-shake test: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48vomY-

If2Q

Here is also a fact sheet from Plant Health 

Australia to help get you started. 

https://beeaware.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2014/03/Sugar-shaking.pdf

Drone Uncapping: 

You can purchase a comb scratcher/drone 

uncapping tool from any of your local 

beekeeping supply stores. The bent steel 

prongs are used to gently lift the wax cappings 

off.

Read more here: https://beeaware.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2014/03/Drone-

uncapping.pdf or watch a video of the test 

being performed here: 

https://beeaware.org.au/archive-pest/varroa-

mites/#ad-image-0

Alcohol washing:

Again, you can purchase a alcohol wash 

container from any of your local beekeeping 

supply stores.

Check out the video found on the BeeAware 

website on how to perform this test: 

https://beeaware.org.au/archive-pest/varroa-

mites/#ad-image-0

David in Victorian all beekeepers are obligated 

to inspect their hives for exotic pests.

Inspecting their hives at least twice per year (at 

least 4 months apart) for exotic arthropod bee 

disease by using the drone uncapping method 

AND either the sugar shake method OR 

alcohol wash method, as per the Livestock 

Disease Control Regulations 2017 (which were 

recently amended to incorporate many 

requirements of the Australian Honeybee 

Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice (‘the 

Code’)). So you have a choice of two tests to 

preform, not all of them.

Early detection of exotic pests is essential if 

Australia is to have any chance at eradicating 

an incursion and having beekeepers like 

yourself conducting these tests greatly 

enhances the national surveillance system. So, 

thank you.

REMEMBER:

If you suspect you have found varroa or any 

other exotic bee pest or disease, immediately 

call the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 

881. Keep the sample of the suspected pest or 

disease in a sealed container in the freezer. Do 

not move any bees, bee products, hives or 

hive equipment until you have spoken to an 

Agriculture Victoria Apiary Ofcer.

We strongly encourage all Victorian 

beekeepers to report their mite check ndings 

through the Bees Online diary so we can 

continue to collate this data. 

Hope this info was helpful David.

Kind regards,

Ally

Honey Bee Biosecurity team

Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions 

Victoria, Australia

Agriculture Victoria: 

agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/livestock/hone

y-bees

Australian Honeybee Code of Practice: 

beeaware.org.au/code-of-practice

Bee Aware: beeaware.org.au

Exotic Plant Pest Hotline: 1800 084 881

Thanks David, a very valuable contribution.
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The club is pleased to be able to offer members 
who want a colony of bees the options of 
purchasing a complete 8 frame wax dipped 
Langstroth hive or a 5 frame Nuc. 

Costs are as follows:

Club member provide box, frames, lid and 
bottom board = $200.00 inc. gst

Club provided, wax dipped 8 frame Langstroth 
box, with 8 frames, lid & hive doctor base = 
$300.00 inc. gst

Club provided, painted 5 frame Nuc = $225.00 
inc. gst

Colonies are propagated by members, usually 
by taking a split in combination with a newly purchased queen and then housed in a 5 frame nuc. 
The young colonies are managed for a number of months until the colony is strong and healthy, 
where it is then handed over to the member in either a members provided box, a club provided 
box or 5 frame nuc.

At this stage we are not able to purchase queens to start the splits, but envisage new queens 
coming on the market around the end of October. 

Call or email Ted Cottle or Mark Collier to register your interest in purchasing a colony.

Club Colony List - Hives and Nucs for sale

Postage delays are causing a massive 
headache for queen bee breeders and 
keepers, who say crucial stock is turning up 
dead or going missing.

There have been reports that some parcels of 
the precious cargo are taking up to 10 days to 
arrive at their destination.

Australian Queen Bee Breeders Association 
(AQBBA) president Richard Sims said that was 
despite the livestock being sent express.

"They're arriving dead, they're arriving stressed 
or just not arriving at all," he said.

"They're just disappearing … we don't 
know where they go and they're just lost.

"This is a ow-on effect down to the beekeeper, 
who can have his hives already set up waiting 
for these queen bees, or he's waiting to 
requeen his queen bees that need to be kept 
at optimal level for honey production, or for the 
pollination industry, which is growing all the 
time now." 

Mr Sims said the breeders did not know what 
was happening once parcels left their hands.

"We don't know whether they're left in postal 
sorting areas or they're stuck in vans — 
depends if the tracking numbers work," he 
said.

"I have recently heard of a batch that lasted 
seven days, but they turned up very poorly.

"Then another lot — there were 250 and 
they were lost for seven days and most of 
them were dead.”

Christmas looms

Mr Sims said a package of virgin queen bees 
produced from queens and drone semen 
recently imported from the Netherlands sent 
from Victoria to Brisbane took 10 days to be 
delivered. 

"That was a very important package, as you 
can imagine," he said.

"They did turn up live but they were in very 
poor condition, so whether they're going to be 

Australia Post's COVID-driven delays worry queen bee breeders as

busy Christmas period looms - By Kim Honan and Lara Webster

any good for insemination is yet to be seen.”

The AQBBA is now recommending that 
breeders insure their queens, but Mr Sims said 
some were now refusing to send them.

"Some have just had enough of it, it's just too 
much risk," he said.

"We were supposed to be sending one lot to 
Victoria on Monday.

    "The beekeeper's stopped the order now 
because they don't know whether they're going 
to get there."

Mr Sims, who breeds queens in Murwillumbah, 
is at a loss as to what the solution could be. 

"Couriers can take up to ve days to get them 
there, which can be acceptable," he said.

"We're also looking into using trucking 
companies.

"I really don't know what the answer is and 
Australia Post isn't going to get any better 
now with Christmas coming up.”

Data loggers trial

The AQBBA is about to begin a trial using data 
loggers in delivery parcels to monitor the 
conditions for bees.

"There's been some studies that have shown 
that temperatures above 40 degrees can affect 
the viability of the sperm stored within the 
queen bee, which can affect the longevity of 
the queen or her ability to keep laying eggs," 
he said.

"So the association is buying some data 
loggers and we're going to be sending them 
with packages of queen bees so we can test 
the temperatures that they're exposed to while 
travelling and also the humidity.

“We're not sure what this is going to show, but 
it's going to hopefully rule out some of the 
problems that have been showing up with 
queen bees not lasting as long as they can in 
hives.”

https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-10-11/australia-
post-delays-causing-serious-problems-for-bee-
breeders/100522888

A BIG APOLOGY

A big apology to members who did not receive 

an email inviting you to participate on Sunday 

the 24th Q&A session via Teams. 

We had a technical glitch which meant the 

notication was not sent to members.
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dead or going missing.

There have been reports that some parcels of 
the precious cargo are taking up to 10 days to 
arrive at their destination.

Australian Queen Bee Breeders Association 
(AQBBA) president Richard Sims said that was 
despite the livestock being sent express.

"They're arriving dead, they're arriving stressed 
or just not arriving at all," he said.

"They're just disappearing … we don't 
know where they go and they're just lost.

"This is a ow-on effect down to the beekeeper, 
who can have his hives already set up waiting 
for these queen bees, or he's waiting to 
requeen his queen bees that need to be kept 
at optimal level for honey production, or for the 
pollination industry, which is growing all the 
time now." 

Mr Sims said the breeders did not know what 
was happening once parcels left their hands.

"We don't know whether they're left in postal 
sorting areas or they're stuck in vans — 
depends if the tracking numbers work," he 
said.

"I have recently heard of a batch that lasted 
seven days, but they turned up very poorly.

"Then another lot — there were 250 and 
they were lost for seven days and most of 
them were dead.”

Christmas looms

Mr Sims said a package of virgin queen bees 
produced from queens and drone semen 
recently imported from the Netherlands sent 
from Victoria to Brisbane took 10 days to be 
delivered. 

"That was a very important package, as you 
can imagine," he said.

"They did turn up live but they were in very 
poor condition, so whether they're going to be 

Australia Post's COVID-driven delays worry queen bee breeders as

busy Christmas period looms - By Kim Honan and Lara Webster

any good for insemination is yet to be seen.”

The AQBBA is now recommending that 
breeders insure their queens, but Mr Sims said 
some were now refusing to send them.

"Some have just had enough of it, it's just too 
much risk," he said.

"We were supposed to be sending one lot to 
Victoria on Monday.

    "The beekeeper's stopped the order now 
because they don't know whether they're going 
to get there."

Mr Sims, who breeds queens in Murwillumbah, 
is at a loss as to what the solution could be. 

"Couriers can take up to ve days to get them 
there, which can be acceptable," he said.

"We're also looking into using trucking 
companies.

"I really don't know what the answer is and 
Australia Post isn't going to get any better 
now with Christmas coming up.”

Data loggers trial

The AQBBA is about to begin a trial using data 
loggers in delivery parcels to monitor the 
conditions for bees.

"There's been some studies that have shown 
that temperatures above 40 degrees can affect 
the viability of the sperm stored within the 
queen bee, which can affect the longevity of 
the queen or her ability to keep laying eggs," 
he said.

"So the association is buying some data 
loggers and we're going to be sending them 
with packages of queen bees so we can test 
the temperatures that they're exposed to while 
travelling and also the humidity.

“We're not sure what this is going to show, but 
it's going to hopefully rule out some of the 
problems that have been showing up with 
queen bees not lasting as long as they can in 
hives.”

https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-10-11/australia-
post-delays-causing-serious-problems-for-bee-
breeders/100522888

A BIG APOLOGY

A big apology to members who did not receive 

an email inviting you to participate on Sunday 

the 24th Q&A session via Teams. 

We had a technical glitch which meant the 

notication was not sent to members.
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Australian Beekeeping Guide now available

The club has started printing copies of the 144 page plus 
cover Australian Beekeeping Guide and will cost members 
$25.00 plus postage. The cover is printed on 300gsm 
board, with a gloss laminate on the outside. Text pages are 
printed on a 128gsm satin.

Copies can also be downloaded free of charge from 
https://www.agrifutures.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/publications/14-098.pdf 

This book is an excellent guide to virtually all facets of 
beekeeping in Australia.
Chapters and topics covered are:

• Introduction to the honey bee
• The hive and its components
• Handling bees and beekeeping safety
• How to get bees and increase numbers of 
   colonies
• Apiary Sites and Flora
• Spring management
• Summer operations
• Extracting honey
• Winter management 
• Honey 
• Beeswax
• Requeening colonies and rearing queen bees
• Brood diseases of bees
• Diseases of adult bees
• Pests and enemies of bees 
• Parasites of honey bees 
• Quick problem solving table 

The club is now using this book as part of its “Introduction to Beekeeping Course”. If you want a single comprehensive 
source of information on beekeeping, this is the book for you. It also makes a fantastic present for any new beekeepers. 
Copies can be purchased from the club.
Send your enquiry to mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au or call 0407 553 022

• Honey bee pollination
• Legal
• Additional information 

Biosecurity Signs

V I S I TORS
PLEASE RESPECT

THIS APIARY BELONGS TO:

CALL IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY
DO NOT ENTER THIS APIARY WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL

EXOTIC PLANT PEST HOTLINE

1800 084 881

HONEY BEE BIOSECURITY

BEEKEEPER CONTACT

A4 Biosecurity signs can be purchased from 
the club for $10.00 each. Contact Mark Collier 
on 0407 553 022, email 
mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au.

These are small enough to t into a padded 
satchel so can be posted.

Please note, the club has one sign in stock. A 
new batch will be ordered if there are 
expressions of interest.

Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers now available

beekeepersRegistered Association: 148694062 Club

beekeepersbeekeepers
Southside

Dr Jenny Shanks from Plant Health Australia has given the club 
permission to print copies of the  Biosecurity Manual for 
Beekeepers v1.1 (©Plant Health Australia 2016) for members. 
Jenny kindly informed us that there are no royalty payments 
required.

Copies of this 64 page full colour publication can be ordered 
through the club and will cost members $15.00 or a free pdf copy 
can be downloaded from the club’s website.

Order or purchase copies at monthly meetings.

As you may be aware the honey bee industry, represented by the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council, (AHBIC), in consultation 
with all beekeepers and governments, has worked to develop the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice 
(Code). In July 2016, AHBIC endorsed the Code and its gradual 
adoption across Australia.

The Code provides a clear framework for all beekeepers to 
engage in best-practice biosecurity. Its purpose is to help 
improve the management of established pests and diseases, 
as well as increase preparedness and surveillance for exotic 
pests and diseases that threaten our honey bee industry, such 
as the Varroa mite.

A copy of the Code can be downloaded from http://honeybee.org.au/programs/code-of-practice-and-
national-bee-biosecurity-program/

The new Livestock Disease Control Regulations 2017 incorporating the Code came into effect on 12 June 2019. The 
new regulations cover activities that all beekeepers should already be undertaking to minimise the impact 
of pests and diseases on their own hives and those of their fellow beekeepers.

Some new regulations apply to all beekeepers ; others apply only to beekeepers with 50 or more hives.

There are consequences for failing to comply with all apiary legislation in Victoria which may include being issued with 
an infringement notice or court action for more serious or repeat offences. It is your responsibility to familiarise yourself 
with the requirements that relate to you or seek assistance if you are not sure.

A copy of the Regulations can be downloaded from the Victorian Legislation and Parliamentary Documents website 
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/. At the site, click on Victorian Law Today to search for the Regulations.
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Our Club Sponsors
We would like to give a great thank you to our wonderful sponsors:

Frankston City CouncilBunnings
K E I T H E D W A R D S
l a n d s c a p e c o n s u l t a n t

M 0408 355 307
E keithmaxed@outlook.com

newartworx
D E S I G N  P R I N T W E B

i n fo@newartworx.com.au
9790 0455


