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The ofcial newsletter of the Southside Beekeepers Club.

SOUTHSIDE BEEKEEPERS MISSION STATEMENT
To help our members make recognisable improvements in
their beekeeping knowledge and performance, to work
towards the preservation and conservation of bees and
other pollinators and to provide a vibrant organisation that
attracts new members and retains its existing members.

The Sting Issue No. 36 - November 2021
NEXT CLUB MEETING
7pm Wed 24th November 2021
Via Teams

President’s Report
It is with sadness that I report that two of our
hardworking committee members, Ilaria
Andreani and Andrea Teodorini have stepped
down from the committee. Ilaria and Andrea
are heading to Italy for an extended break.

good news to report to the membership on the
night of the 24th.

I would like to express my deepest thanks for
all the work they have contributed towards
making the club a success particularly in light
of the added stresses the pandemic has
provided the club. I would like to wish them a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year - buon
Natale e Felice Anno nuovo.
We currently have 2 vacancies on the club
committee and would welcome any members
who would want to join and help out.

Mayor of Frankston Cr Kris Bolam JP, talks with members
of the Downs Estate Community Garden.
Photo by Elliott Yeaomans

I have received word from Martin Kilner, the
Property Ofcer with Frankston City Council
that the council will not grant the club access
to the Baxter Park Tennis Club grounds.

Elliott Yeomans, representing the club,
attended a function at the Downs Estate on
Thursday 18th of Nov and received word that
the council would look favourably on the club
siting an apiary at the Donws, however this
remains to be conrmed.

Martin replied “With respect to locating the
hives regretfully it cannot be at Baxter Park
Tennis Club as the site will continue to be set
aside for tennis as part of a Master Plan”

I am proud to report that the club is
commencing the “Introduction to Beekeeping”
course with 7 people booked for the course
scheduled for the 27th of November and 2
people booked for the second course to be
run on December the 11th.

We still have hopes that the council will grant
us permission to move to the Downs Estate
and Martin has said he would contact me
during the week of the 22nd Nov. Cross your
ngers, with a bit of luck I may have some
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Committee Meetings

Ofce Bearers

Our committee meetings are on the second
Wednesday of each month however with the
Covid-19 issue, they are conducted via
Microsoft Teams. Members are always
welcome but please call Ted Cottle on 0428
429 547 for Microsoft Teams set up details.

President
Mark Collier
mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
M: 0407 553 022
Vice President Mark Dowling
markdowling3@protonmail.com
M: 0448 332 943

Extractor Hire

Secretary
Ted Cottle
ted@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
M: 0428 429 547

Extractors are now available at 2 locations.

Treasurer
Sally Cooper
bixdale@bigpond.com
M: 0419 362 545

Hire is $70.00 for 2 days. This includes a
$50.00 deposit, refundable upon the return of
the extractor in a clean condition.

Ted Cottle at Frankston South 0428 429 547
Steven Rose at Brighton 0416 120 170

Committee Members

If you want a colony of Bees
If anyone requires a colony of bees please
contact Mark Collier or Ted Cottle to have their
names added to the list.

Steven Rose M: 0416 120 170
steve@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
Elliott Yeomans
elliott@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Southside Beekeepers Meetings

President’s Report - continued

We meet via scheduled on-line meeting noted in
the newsletter.

If you are interested in attending please call or
email Ted Cottle or myself. See page 3 for
course details.

Contact Info
M: 0413 104 191

In this issue, Ted Cottle has written a great
article on the pro’s and cons of various hive
types, with the aim of helping members work
out the best hive for thier needs.

Postal Address
PO Box 3008 Frankston East VIC 3199
Post box emptied monthly

The Sting

Club member Aurélie Ferrandiz has written a
short article on her experience conducting a
sugar shake test.

Editor Mark Collier
mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
Copy for The Sting must be received by the 15th
of each month.

Happy Beekeeping Mark Collier, President

https://www.facebook.com/southsidebeekeepersclub/
Web: www.southsidebeekeepers.com.au
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Bee Keeping Courses at Frankston South Community Centre
- 55 Towerhill Rd, Frankston South VIC 3199
Introduction to Beekeeping

The course costs $160.00 for members or
$200.00 for non-members (which includes a
membership fee).

Sat 27th November 2021, 8:30am – 4pm
Sat 11th December 2021, 8:30am – 4pm

Note that the web site has not been updated to
reect this course, so please transfer your
course fee to the clubs westpac account BSB
033-390 Account number 226371.

Masks will be required to be worn in the
Frankston South Community and Recreation
Centre and all participants will need to be
fully vaccinated unless a valid medical
exemption is provided.

Alternatively you can pay cash on the day.
Participants will receive a copy of the
Australian Beekeeping Guide and the
Biosecurity Guide.

Where:
Frankston South Community and Recreation
Centre - 55 Towerhill Rd, Frankston South VIC
3199

Morning and afternoon tea will be provided,
and there are a number of cafes etc in Foote St
where lunch can be purchased.

From: 8:30 - 4.00pm (this is an approximate
closing time)

Please bring a note book, pen, and your suit,
veil and gloves. Solid footwear such as boots
is a must and should cover ankles.

When:
Saturday 27th of November and Saturday 11th
of December, 8:30am - 4:00pm

The club has a number suits, which you are
welcome to borrow on the day subject to
number of attendees. Please indicate if you
need to borrow a suit and a size.

We aim to run through the theory at the
recreation centre and then, depending on
weather, drive to the clubs temporary apiary at
the club treasurer, Sally Cooper's property at
Teurong and open up one of the hives.

A bee visiting a half opened Flanders poppy. I have
noticed that bees seem to relish the pollen and you can
often observe up to 8 bees per ower
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Which is the best Hive for you - by Ted Cottle
One of the most important things to consider
prior to commencing your Beekeeping
journey is to make a decision as to what type
of beekeeping you want to practise. We would
urge new members to do the course where
they can get practical experience prior to
making a decision on the hive they would like.

allow you to harvest honey and wax that can
be used for making wraps, lip balm, candles
etc. Langstroth is a good all round choice
for honey and wax while Flow gives no wax
crop when harvesting right through to top
bar that gives less honey say than normal
Langstroth but beautiful quantities of pure
bees wax.

Some things to consider are

When it comes down to it the club doesn't
discriminate between styles of beekeeping we
welcome and accommodate all styles of
beekeeping and happily teach coach and
mentor members in whatever style they
choose.

1. Your Physical ability, probably the most
important consideration as all Langstroth
hives including ow hives get heavy when
they are full of honey, Beekeeping involves
the frequent removal of honey boxes about
every 10-14 days to check the hive during
spring and summer. A full depth 10 frame
hive can weigh as much as 34kgs, 8 frame
Langstroth around 30kgs. If your also
running double brood boxes these can also
be quite heavy during spring and summer. A
big advantage of Top Bar hives or long
Langstroth hives is that there is no heavy
lifting involved while inspecting bees.

Hive types
LANGSTROTH HIVE
• Traditionally used with solid bottom boards.
• Vented bottom boards Approx. 30% open
area work well all year round.
• Compact Footprint
• Can be heavy to move around
• Full depth honey box/ super can be 30kgs
plus
• Ideal box 17kgs
• Efcient honey production 30-40Kgs plus
per season in
urban environments plus good wax crop.
• Most cost effective.

2. Budget The cheapest form of beekeeping is
basic Langstroth style hives, more exotic
hives can cost 2-3 times as much to set up.
While everything in beekeeping can be
purchased assembled beekeeping is also
one of those hobbies that allows those who
are handy at putting things together to save
money by doing it yourself.

LONG LANGSTROTH HIVE
• Same dimensions as Langstroth but in long
format.
• Biggest advantage is that once the hive is in
position there is no heavy lifting required.
• All frames are easily accessible.
• Maybe not as cost effective as normal
Langstroth.
• Usually maximum of about 30 frames brood
& honey.
• Efcient honey production 30-40Kgs plus
per season in
urban environments plus good wax crop.

3. Moveable or fixed location. If your
considering moving hives from time to time
to follow a honey ow then obviously
Langstroth is the way to go, its optimised
particularly for doing this. Long hives , top
bars etc are not as easy to move but are
perfect if you want to put them in a xed
location. Location is particularly important if
you live in an area where there is lots of tee
tree as it produces thick honey which is very
hard to extract from Flow hives.
4. What crop/outcome do you want, Wax ?
Honey ? Pollination ? Some hives are a little
better at producing honey while others also
4

Long Langstroth Hive

Langstroth Hive

TOP BAR HIVE
• Top Bar hive or Kenyan top Bar Hive
• May different styles and sizes
• Principal of bees drawing natural comb
on bars with no support.
• No heavy lifting once established.
• Crush and strain honey extraction.
• Relatively cost effective, can be hand made
for very low cost, if you are handy.
• Less efcient honey production but
good for back yard.
• Good honey production and excellent wax
crops

Left: The club’s Top Bar Hive

• Include plastic frames that enable direct
honey extraction without the need for
special equipment.
• Flow did and still do stipulate that all they
were going to change is the honey
harvesting… the rest of the beekeeping
stays the same. This applies particularly to
the brood box.
• The same rules and regulations regarding
registration, biosecurity, locating hives and
numbers of hives per given area apply as
do with all styles of beekeeping.

FLOW HIVE
Flow Hive has been designed and to:
• Provide honey on tap.
• Be less stressful for the bees than traditional
methods.
• Utilise and incorporate conventional
Langstroth parts.
5
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Tests for detecting Varroa Mite
I didn’t know how or where to nd the
container so I decided to make it.

Conclusion:
I would recommend you to use a larger jar
with a larger opening as below:

You will need one 500 gram or 750 gram jar or
plastic container with a plastic or metal lid. If
using a plastic lid, drill 50–70, 3–4 mm holes
into the lid. Or cut out the inside of the lid and
replace with drilled or use 3-5mm gauze wire
mesh. The mesh just needs to allow sugar with
potential mites through, but not bees. This is
the same theory for screened bottom boards in
hives.
I used a container found in my kitchen.

Source:” the Australian Beekeeping Manual”
2nd Edition Robert Owen
I also noticed that it was not so easy to pour
the bees from the newspaper into the jar. Next
time, I will probably use a more curved
container.
by Aurélie Ferrandiz

Pictures above by Aurélie Ferrandiz

and I drilled around 50, 4mm holes into the
plastic lid:
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Club Colony List - Hives and Nucs for sale
The club is pleased to be able to offer members
who want a colony of bees the options of
purchasing a complete 8 frame wax dipped
Langstroth hive or a 5 frame Nuc.
Costs are as follows:
Club member provide box, frames, lid and
bottom board = $200.00 inc. gst
Club provided, wax dipped 8 frame Langstroth
box, with 8 frames, lid & hive doctor base =
$300.00 inc. gst
Club provided, painted 5 frame Nuc = $225.00
inc. gst
Colonies are propagated by members, usually
by taking a split in combination with a newly purchased queen and then housed in a 5 frame nuc.
The young colonies are managed for a number of months until the colony is strong and healthy,
where it is then handed over to the member in either a members provided box, a club provided
box or 5 frame nuc.
At this stage we are not able to purchase queens to start the splits, but envisage new queens
coming on the market around the end of October.
Call or email Ted Cottle or Mark Collier to register your interest in purchasing a colony.

Business BUZZ
Russell Colman mentioned there is a
community garden at Safety Beach, the
members of which would like some (more)
bees buzzing around their produce plants and
trees. They would welcome a hive or two in
their garden. This may be an opportunity for
someone in the club who would like to keep
bees but does not have room where they live.

Flow Hive available
Hello, I have a Flow Hive body (new to be
assembled) with 7 frames (type 7R2), a
smoker and a full Flow bee suit, It is from a
deceased estate, would any of this be of
interest to your members, Suit $ 85.00, hive
$500.00. Photo is available if interested Thank
you Michael

The community garden has no immediate
residential neighbours, but being a semi-public
place the hive would need to be set up and
managed in accord with good practice
guidelines. Members of the garden group
would be able to help any beekeeper locate
their hives, set up any security compound to
keep people away from the hives, or erect any
necessary height barriers.

Michael Sesin
Email: michael.sesin45@hotmail.com
Phone: 0457484544

Contact Master Gardener Ron Morgan if you
are interested - ron.e.morgan@gmail.com
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Gardeners urged to plant natives in bid to help battling native
Australian bees - By Rosanne Maloney

Australian blue neon cuckoo bee Thyreus nitidulus, live
parasitic cuckoo bees on basil owers n native bee

Dr Walker says bees mostly lose food sources
and places to nest because gardeners usually
plant "exotic" plant species in their backyards.

We all see black-and-yellow European honey
bees buzzing around from time to time.

With the bee focus on European bees and their
contribution to the honey industry and their role
in pollinating economically important crops,
advocates are worried native species are
being left behind.

But would you recognise a native Australian
bee, if you saw one?
To date, 1,700 Australian bee species have
been identied and named, with estimates that
the true gure is closer to 2,000.

The federal government currently has three
bee species listed as critically endangered; all
native.

Rather than living in hives, most native bees
are ground dwelling.

The recent Global Change Biodiversity report
also found at least 11 species of bees met the
criteria to be listed as threatened following the
Black Summer bushres.Dr Walker says the
extent to which native bees are declining is
unknown in Australia due to limited historical
research.

Some, such as blue-banded bees and teddy
bear bees, dig shallow burrows in clay soil,
while others dig burrows over a metre deep.
Bee expert Dr Ken Walker says protecting
native bees is about continuing an essential
"love story" necessary to help native ora
thrive.

"One of the ways that you can estimate the
current condition of any native fauna is to know
how it was in the past and what it's like now,"
he says.

"If you were to lose a signicant part of that
native fauna such as bees, then suddenly
there would be the knock-on effect of the
number of plants that would reduce
enormously," he says.

“But there has never been a complete survey
done of native Australian bees from the past.”
Simon Mulvany, bee activist and founder of
Save The Bees, says advocating to protect

Some of the major factors threatening native
bees are habitat loss from agriculture and
urban environments, bushres, pesticide use
and climate change.
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native bees can be difcult because a lot of
people do not understand the important role
they play.

Like many people she sees a regular inux of
honey bees, especially with her own backyard
beehives and "exotic" plants and owers.

"We get a lot back from honey bees that's sort
of tangible. We get the honey and we can
measure how many hives we have to
pollinate," Mr Mulvany says.

But she says native bees are the ones needing
more support.
"Being passionate about bees and
beekeeping, you kind of become attuned to
what the latest information and evidence is
around being bee-friendly," Ms Collins says.

Mr Mulvany started his organisation in 2014 to
raise awareness of native bee conservation in
Australia.

"For us, it's been about extending some of the
gardens we have to include native ora."

Since then he has seen the conversation
around native bees grow with most
beekeepers taking action.

She says the right plants in her region could
attract blue-banded bees, cuckoo bees or
leafcutter bees.

Solutions to saving bees have been growing
rapidly in recent years.

"It really is about creating that habitat,
creating some space for Australian native
bees, making sure you're planting Australian
native plants," Ms Collins says.

Urban bee farming has been a growing trend,
while organisations across the country have
turned to educating farmers on better practices
to support bees.

“If you don't want to be a beekeeper that's
totally ne, you can be a bee friend.”

"But there is still lots we can do," he says.
But advocacy charity, The Wheen Bee
Foundation says making a difference could be
as simple as planting the right garden owers.
The charity launched its "Bee Friendly
Gardening" program off the back of its Bee
Friendly Farming.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-11-13/call-to-plantnatives-for-native-bee-pollinators/100611618

"What we're asking people to do now is plant
pollinator-friendly species, bee-friendly species
of plants," CEO Fiona Chambers says.
The program has a particular focus on
encouraging people to plant native species
and plants that ower annually rather than
seasonally.
"Just having a little bit of planning around what
to plant around the garden can really make a
huge difference to supporting an increased
number and diversity of native pollinators," Ms
Chambers says.
Bee in it
Ballarat local and Wheen Bee Foundation
ambassador Amanda Collins says she can not
wait to see native Australian bees in her home
garden.

Blue Banded Bee (Amegilla sp)
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Australian Beekeeping Guide now available
The club has started printing copies of the 144 page plus
cover Australian Beekeeping Guide and will cost members
$25.00 plus postage. The cover is printed on 300gsm
board, with a gloss laminate on the outside. Text pages are
printed on a 128gsm satin.
Copies can also be downloaded free of charge from
https://www.agrifutures.com.au/wpcontent/uploads/publications/14-098.pdf
This book is an excellent guide to virtually all facets of
beekeeping in Australia.
Chapters and topics covered are:
• Introduction to the honey bee
• The hive and its components
• Handling bees and beekeeping safety
• How to get bees and increase numbers of
colonies
• Apiary Sites and Flora
• Spring management
• Summer operations
• Extracting honey
• Winter management
• Honey
• Beeswax
• Requeening colonies and rearing queen bees
• Brood diseases of bees
• Diseases of adult bees
• Pests and enemies of bees
• Parasites of honey bees
• Quick problem solving table

• Honey bee pollination
• Legal
• Additional information

The club is now using this book as part of its “Introduction to Beekeeping Course”. If you want a single comprehensive
source of information on beekeeping, this is the book for you. It also makes a fantastic present for any new beekeepers.
Copies can be purchased from the club.
Send your enquiry to mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au or call 0407 553 022
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Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers now available
Dr Jenny Shanks from Plant Health Australia has given the club
permission to print copies of the Biosecurity Manual for
Beekeepers v1.1 (©Plant Health Australia 2016) for members.
Jenny kindly informed us that there are no royalty payments
required.

beekeepers
Club
Southside

Registered Ass

ociation: 148694

062

Copies of this 64 page full colour publication can be ordered
through the club and will cost members $15.00 or a free pdf copy
can be downloaded from the club’s website.
Order or purchase copies at monthly meetings.
As you may be aware the honey bee industry, represented by the
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council, (AHBIC), in consultation
with all beekeepers and governments, has worked to develop the
Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice
(Code). In July 2016, AHBIC endorsed the Code and its gradual
adoption across Australia.
The Code provides a clear framework for all beekeepers to
engage in best-practice biosecurity. Its purpose is to help
improve the management of established pests and diseases,
as well as increase preparedness and surveillance for exotic
pests and diseases that threaten our honey bee industry, such
as the Varroa mite.
A copy of the Code can be downloaded from http://honeybee.org.au/programs/code-of-practice-andnational-bee-biosecurity-program/
The new Livestock Disease Control Regulations 2017 incorporating the Code came into effect on 12 June 2019. The
new regulations cover activities that all beekeepers should already be undertaking to minimise the impact
of pests and diseases on their own hives and those of their fellow beekeepers.
Some new regulations apply to all beekeepers ; others apply only to beekeepers with 50 or more hives.
There are consequences for failing to comply with all apiary legislation in Victoria which may include being issued with
an infringement notice or court action for more serious or repeat offences. It is your responsibility to familiarise yourself
with the requirements that relate to you or seek assistance if you are not sure.
A copy of the Regulations can be downloaded from the Victorian Legislation and Parliamentary Documents website
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/. At the site, click on Victorian Law Today to search for the Regulations.

Biosecurity Signs
A4 Biosecurity signs can be purchased from
the club for $10.00 each. Contact Mark Collier
on 0407 553 022, email
mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au.

VISITORS
PLEASE RESPECT

HONEY BEE BIOSECURITY

These are small enough to t into a padded
satchel so can be posted.

THIS APIARY BELONGS TO:
BEEKEEPER

CONTACT

CALL IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY
DO NOT ENTER THIS APIARY WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL

Please note, the club has one sign in stock. A
new batch will be ordered if there are
expressions of interest.

EXOTIC PLANT PEST HOTLINE

1800 084 881
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Our Club Sponsors
We would like to give a great thank you to our wonderful sponsors:

Bunnings

KEITH EDWARDS

Frankston City Council

l a n d s c a p e

c o n s u l t a n t

M 0408 355 307
E keithmaxed@outlook.com
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